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SUBJt CNNVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT THIEU ON ANTI=NARCOTIC

AND ANTT-SMUGRGLING CAMPAIGN.

1+ I CALLED NN PRESIDENT THIEU DECEMBER 21

ACCOMPANIED BY BRERGER.

TO DISCUSS THE STATUS OF THE VIETNAMESE ANTINARCOTICS AND ANTI=

SMUGGL ING CAMPAIGNs I SAID IT HAD GOT OFF Tn A

GOOD START IN MAYa

WHEN THFRE WaS A GREAT SENSE OF URGENCY, BUT HAD LOST ITS MOMENTUM

IN RECEMT MONMTHS AND WAS IN NEED NF A NEW
ENERGETYIC DIRECTION AND SUPERVISION BY HIMe

2¢ 1 THFEN WENT INTO DETAILSH

INITIAITIVES

AND MORE

As THE MEN HFE HAD APPOINTED TO HEAD THE CAMPAIGNS-=-
ADMIRAL CANG, COMMISSIONER QUI NF THE POLICE FORCE, AND
COLONEL KHANY, THE NEW CUSTOMS DIRECTOR=--WERE GOOD AND

HARD~WORKING MEN,

WERE GIVING IS BCOD COOPERATION, AND THERE HAD

HAD CREATED MORE EFFECTIVE ORGANIZATINNS,

BEEN SOMF

PROGRFEST. THREIR PROB_EMS WERE SABOTAGE OF THEIR EFFORTS,
BURFAUCPATIC INFRTIA AND THE ABSENCF OF CSUSTAINED PRESSURE

THROUGH THE AOVERNMENT TO PURSUF THE CAMPAIGNS
VIGNR AND IMAGIMATINN,.

Be 1 CALLFD ATTENTINN T0 THE AREAS OF WEAKNESS?S

WITH ENERGY,

DECLASSIFIED

PA/HO, Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended
June 22, 2004




id

Department of State TELEGR,

Seiepoefir

SAIGON 19761 2213232

PAGE @2

1) ARRESTS WFRE UP 75 MOST OF ~TROSE ARRESTED WERE SMaLL
PEDDLERS OR HABITUAL USERSe féTNAHE$E INTELLIGENCE

ON ITS AWN HAD FAILED TO UN?UVERH}NVJMAJDR RING OR
TRAFFICKERSe THE LARGE OPERATORS THAT WERE DETECTED

AND ARRESTED WAS BASED ON INTELLIGENCE DEVELOPED BY US.
THERE WERF STGNS THAT WHEN THE VIETNAMESE INTELLIGENCE

AND POLTCFE GNT ON THE TRACK OF SIGNIFICANT TRAFFICKERS THEY
WERE REING WAVED OFF.

2) THE. VIFTNAMESE AIR FORCE AND TN SOME EXTENT THE
VIETNAHFSF ARMY AND NAVY WERE NOT COOPERATING IN
THE ANTT<NARCOTICS AND ANTI»SMUGGLING CAMPAIGNS.

IN SOME CASES CUSTOMS OFFICERS WERE BEING PREVENTED
FROM SEARCHING VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE PLANESS

3} THFE rOURTS WERE EXCESSIVELY LENIENT IN IMPOSING

PENALTI®S ANn SLOW. IN TRYING AND PUNISHING EVEN THE
MAJOR OFFENDERS WHO WAVE BEEN ARRESTED.

4) ALTHNUAK THE NEED FOR A REWARD PROGRAM WAS

RECOGNIZED FROM THE VFRY START, AND FUNDS HAD BEEN
EARMARKED F0O%? RFWARDS, NO FUNDS MAD AS YET REEN PRQO=-
VIDED Tr THE AUTHORITIES TC PAY REWARDS.

5) THE NIRECTOR GENERAL OF CUSTOMS WAS HAVING DIFFICULTY
GETTING RTD NF SOME OF HIS INCOMPETENT AND CORRUPT SyR=
ORDINATES, 43D WAS STILL UNABLE TO GET THE EXTRA MANPOWER=«
450--HE HAD ASKED FOR T0O STRENGTHEN THF CUSTOMS FORCE

AND BROADEN TS COVERAGE IN THE COUNTRY.

6) MOST OF TRE ARRESTS AND SEIZURES WERE CONCENTRATED
IN SAIGNNs

7). THE VIETNAMESE WERE RELUCTANT TO DISCUSS WITH THE
THAT ANn KOREAN GOVERNMFNTS THE NARCOTIC AND qMUGGLINr
cTrvITrEq 0F MEMBERS QF THEIR FORCES»

8) AS A RESULT HERDIN WAS STILL EASILY AVAILABLE IN
Mmoslk PARTS OF THE COUNTRY AND THERE WERE HUGE' REVENUE
LsosES ARISING FROM SMUGGLING OF GOODS IN GENERALs
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Ce FINALLY» T MADE REFERENCE TO THE NEED TO DEVELOP REGIONAL

" COOPERATINN WITH THFE NETGHBGRI&G-E@UNTﬁIESJ TO ACTIVELY PRESS FOR
THE PAS®AGE NF THE NEW NARCOTICS RILLA AND TO RATIFY VIETNAM'S

MEMBERSKHIP IN THE UN SINGLE €ONVENTION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS AND

SUPPORT THE »ROPOSAL TO AMEND THE CONVENTION TO MAKE IT MORF
EFFECTIVE. I ENDED RY YURGING ON HIM THE NECESSITY FOR HIM PERSONALLY
TO REINVIGORATE THE PROGRAM IN THE VARTINUS AREAS WHERF WEAKNESS
EXISTED, 1 ASKED HIM TO CaLL IN ADMIRAL CANG, COMMISSIONER QUI

AND COLNNEL XHANH TO LLEARN AT FIRST HAND THE DIFFICULTIES THEY WERE
ENCOUNTERING, AND TN CALL IN THF SERVICE CHIEFS AND THE JUDICIARY,
AND THE AMBASSADORS OF THAILAND AND KOREA.

3¢ THIEU TOOk NO ISSUE WITH WHAT WE HAD TO SAY AND MADE NOTES.
I SHALL FOLLAW UP WITH AN AIDE MEMOIRE« I LEFT HIM IN NO DOUBT
BUT THAT WHILE WE RECOGNIZED THAT SNME PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE,
WE WERE NNT AT ALL SATISFIED WITH THE EFFORT SO FARs

BUNKER





