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Bantly. At the same time, with narcotics abuse growing among
ethnic Vietnamese, President Thieu has taken a tough stand on
narcotics by signing a new law demanding the death penalty

for organized trafficking in hard drugs (August 12, 1972).

Although preoccupied with national security problems,
the Vietnamese police have organized a 60-man narcotics squad
which arrested several important traffickers last month, break-
ing up a major smuggling organization. Officials have stepped
up customs inspections, raids on opium dens, and general
harassment of dealers and users. The stepped-up activjty of
Vietnamese prosecutors and the judiciary system in narcotics
matters has helped to control the situation.
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