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Mr. Secretary:
I have the honor to refer to the discussions which have taken
place between United States representatives and the European Space
Conference concerning Europe's participation in the post-Apollo

program, and in particular to the correspondence exchanged between

Mr. U. Alexis Johnson, Under Secretary of State, and myself,

The Ministerial Meeting of the European Space Conference, which

took place in Brussels on December 20, 1972, adopted an important de-

cision in this regard. 1Indeed, taking into account and within the

that the "Sortie-Module" program should be undertaken, carried out,

_ apd administered within a common European framework.
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framework of the proposal of the United States Govermment, it agreed
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‘This means that at the outéet this program will be carried out as
"a special project on the European Space Research Organization.

Since the Ministers of the European Space Confefence also decided
to form a new European space organization from ESRO and ELDO, to be
gstablished if possible by Janﬁary 1, 1974, this new organization, upon
its creation, will take over the contiﬁuation of this program.

All appropriate measur;s will be taken to ensure the continﬁity of
obligations undertaken by member counfries as well as of management and’
of contracts already awarded.

During its meeting on January 18, 1973, the EBRO Council will take
all appropriéte meééures, an& the Council Presidénéﬁwill inform the American
authorities‘of the s&éps taken and ﬁill make sﬁégeétions for the continuation
of negotiations;

I am very pleased to be able to inform you of the adoption of this deci-
sion by the Ministers of the European Space Conference.

Without doubt itlmarks thé)béginﬁing of an important new pefiod of
cooperation in spécg;matters befween ;hg}United!spates and Europe.

Accept, Mr, Secretary, the agsurances of m&“highest consideration.

[s] Thed Lefevre
Th. Lefevre

Ministex of State
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