
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

INFORMATION
May 22, 197 2

MEMORANDUM FOR : HENRY A . KISSINGE R

FROM: ASHLEY C. HEWIT T

SUBJECT : Fisheries Dispute with Ecuador,
Peru and Chil e

Attached at Tab A is a memo to you from Ted Eliot describing th e
strategy which the Department of State is implementing in it s
efforts to resolve the fisheries dispute with Ecuador . Essentiall y
the strategy is to use the fisheries agreement recently conclude d
with Brazil as a lever to pry Ecuador loose from its hardlin e
position on 200-mile territorial limits while at the same tim e
dangling a carrot in terms of potential economic development an d
military assistance . Unlike the Brazilians and the Peruvians ,
Ecuador's position on the 200-mile limit is basically non-rationa l
and, therefore, the best conceived strategy may well come to
nothing . However, it is likely that the GOE is beginning to fee l
a bit isolated as a result of the Brazilian agreement and our
resumption of military assistance relationship with Peru at th e
end of March when the one-year ban on such assistance as a r

esult of a single fishing boat seizure by Peru in 1971 expired.

We will keep you informed on the progress of our talks with the
Ecuadoreans .
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