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* NIGERIANS HONESTLY DOING THEIR BEST MEET RELIEF { DECLASSFIED
NEEDS; QTE THOSE WHO GENUINELY WANT.TO HELP wiILL | EO. 12036, Sect. 36
", RECIEVE A READY WELCOME UNQTE., HE MADE IT CLEAR { __

PRESS FREE TO FILE WHAT THEY WANTED BUT RATHER ' '
BITTERLY NOTED HE EXPECTED THAT IN NEXT FEW WEEKSWNAM Dateﬂ@.‘l[ﬁ
- SOME WOULD QTE BELITTLE OUR EFFORTS UNQTE. e . -

4. FOLLOWING ARE GOWON'S RESPONSES TO MOST IMPORTANT
 QUESTIONS: ON REOPENING ULI AIRSTRIP, HE NOTED PORT T
. HARCOURT, "ENUGU AND CALABAR HAD BEEN DESIGNATED FOR -~ . = . = . @
RELIEF FLIGHTS AND RULED OUT' USE OF -ULI BY SAYING IT HAD : ‘ o

* BEEN TOO MUCH QTE IN INTERNAT IONAL POLITICS UNQTE. - -1 NPMP :
‘ NSC Files

5. REGARDING Ue S. AIRCRAFT, HE CONFINED HIMSELF TO

SAYING GTE IT BEING CONSIDERED UNQTE. . . Country Files.
, a " Africa
6. ON STARVATION, HE RECOGNIZED IT WAS QTE GIGANTIC . .| Box 742 "

. .PROBLEM, BUT WE HAVE NOT RPT NOT UNDERESTIMATED
“IT UNQTE. SAID HE TOLD FIELD COMMANDERS THEY RESPONSIBLE
FOR RELIEF AS SOON AS AREAS THEY ‘HAD TAKEN WERE SECURE.

7. IN RESPONSE TO EMOT IONAL STATEMENT THAT VIRTUALLY

NO' NIGERIAN AID GETTING INTO EX-ENCLAVE (QUESTIONER : X : !
_ DESCRIBED INEFFICIENT NIGERIAN ARMY RELIEF EFFORTS- AT . : -

OWERRI AND CALLED CONDITION OF 5¢¢ RIVERS CHILDREN . . : ;
- . IN PORT HARCOURT QTE WORST THAN BELSEN UNQTE), GOWON: .

FLARED. GOWON REITERATED FMG DOING ITS BEST; SAID HE

HAD DESPATCHED STATE GOVERNORS JOHNSON AND GOMWALK TO

AFFECTED AREA AND THEY HAD SEEN NOTHING TO JUSTIFY

SUCH A CONCLUSION. FINALLY, HE CHARGED QUESTIONER

WITH SUGGEST ING THAT EUROPEANS WANT TO COME IN TQ DO RELIEF

JOB NIGERIANS THEMSELVES DETERMINED TO DO. GOWON :

MADE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR ANY SUCH SUGGESTION MOST R \ SR

UNACCEPTABLE. ON QTE FUTURE OF NIGERIAN PEOPLE UNQTE, ' L K

GOWON SIMPLY REPLIED THAT POLICY WAS TO INSURE THAT - : S

QTE ALL INHABITANTS, IRRESPECT-IVE OF ETHNIC ORIGIN,‘

COULD FEEL SECURE AND HAPPY UNQTE.

'8, ON OJUKWU: QTE WAIT UNTIL HE GIVES HIMSELF UP LINQTE' - R
HOWEVER, IMPLICATION WAS PROBABLY NO AMNESTY. o

-9 . 'ON ROLE OF MISSIONARIES, GOWON WAS FLEXIBLE,
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IND ICATING THAT WHEREVER FIELD COMMANDERS BELIEVED INDIVIDUALS T
WERE DOING GOOD WORK, COMMANDER HAD DISCREATION TO LET IR
THAT INDIVIDUAL CONTINUE WORKING. WITH RESPECT STATUS
CATHOLIC PRIESTS NOW IN PORT HARCOURT, GOWON SAID .. |
EACH CASE WOULD BE CONSIDERED ON ITS MERITS, I E, HAD
. THE INDIVIDUAL ENTERED THE COUNTRY LEGALLY AND WHAT ‘
WHAT HIS ROLE DURING REBELLION?

18, WITH REGARD TO FUTURE RELATIONS TO FRANCE AND
'OTHER COUNTRIES WHO RECOGNIZED REBELS, GOWON SAID QTE
~BALL IN THEIR COURT UNQTE. IMPLIED FIRST MOVE UP: TO ZAMBIA,
. AND TANZANIA TO RESTORE RELAT IONS. -ON FRANCE, '
SAID THEY HAD BEEN QTE VERY PROVOCATIVE UNQUOTE, SUPPORTED
REBELLION AND HAD DONE THINGS QTE NO SOVEREIGN NATION
COULD TOLERATE UNQTE. HE SAID THAT EXCHANGE OF BIAFRAN .
- CURRENCY FOR FEDERAL QTE WOULD SOON TAKE PLACE UNQTE |
AND THAT GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS CONCERNED WERE T - : '
-WORKING OUT DETAILS.. REALIZED IT MUST BE DONE QUICKLY. . o

11 IN ANSWER QUEST IONS REGARDING WHEREABOUTS-OF )

- EFFIONG AND OTHERS WHO CAME TO SURRENDER, GOWON - ' e
DENIED THEY ARRESTED, AND SAID THEY CURRENTLY SHUTTLING - R i
BETWEEN PORT HARCOURT, OWERRI AND ENUGU  IN ORDER REASSURE e ELRRR

‘ __A
e

CIVILIAN POPULATION. QTE IF WE ‘HAD WANTED TO BE - I NPMP
BRUTAL TO THEM THERE COULD HAVE BEEN EXECUI‘IONS R
ALREADY UNQTE. L gSC Files
. : oun
' 12. ON ALLEGED MOLESTATION OF CIVILIANS, GOWON = Af t'yF"eS
. REPLIED INDIRECTLY BY SAYING FMG WILLING TO ACCEPT - rica
HONEST CRITICISM. WHEN HE FIRST HEARD SUCH REPORTS L Box T4y

THIS MORNING HE CALLED OBASANJO. HE SUBGESTED :vT o e
"THAT QUESTIONER QTE DIDN'T SEE WHAT HE EXPECTED TO. :
SEE UNQTE NAMELY GENOCIDE AND MASS ATROCITIES UNQTE.
GOWON POINTED OUT THERE UNPLEASANT INCIDENTS IN ALL
WARS AND IN THIS CONNECTION ALLUDED TO VIETNAM. -

15. REGARDING CHARGES THAT ARMY COMMANDEER ING ICRC VEHICLES, GOWON
'DENIED THIS, SAYING HE AWARE HOWEVER THAT SOME .
" RIVERS CIVILIANS, WHO HAD BEEN DETAINED BY REBELS, ARE

UNDERSTOOD TO HAVE TAKEN VEHICLES REBELS HID IN BUSH
' WHEN THEY RELEASED. .
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14. ON FUTURE OR RELIEF AGENCIES, GOWON SAID THAT
ANY ORGANIZATION WHICH QTE DELIBERATELY DEFIED US
OR DARED US TO SHOOT THEM DOWN UNQTE WILL HAVE TO
'ANSWER FOR LOSS OF LIFE AS THEY RESPONSIBLE FOR
PROLONG ING THE WAR.

15. COMMENT: GOWON, WHO FLANKED BY ADMIRAL VEY,
STATE GOVERNORS JOHNSON AND GOMWALK, INSPECTOR- .

- GENERAL OF POLICE, AND INFO COMMISSIONER ENAHOR,
'FILLY IN CHARGE THROUGHTOUT CONFERENCE. AT
- TIMES JOCULAR, HE MOST SERIOUS AND SENSITIVE TO
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" CHARGES OF NIGERIAN INDIFFERENCE AND OR INCOMPETENCE ON

'RELIEF ISSUES.
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