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SUBJs GENERAL SIAD'S VIEWS ON US SOMALI RELATIONS

le IN LINE WITH SUGGESTIONS RECEIVED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES THAT I
SEEK TO DISPEL SOME OF SUPREME REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL®*S SUSPICION
OF US INTENTIONS AND ACTIVITIES, I MET WITH SRC PRESIDENT GENERAL’

SIAD ON JAN 26 FOR LONG:, RAMBLING, FRIENDLY AND NOT VER CONCiL U=
SIVE CONVERSATION

2o AFTER INTRODUCING DCM DENNIS I DISCUSSED WEB OF SUSPICION WHICH I
HAD HEARD FALSE INFORMERS WERE WEAVINGe [ BRANDED AS COMRLETELY
FALSE THE THEME THAT (1} USG IS HOSTILE TO THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVe
ERNMENTe 1 CITED NOT QONILY QUR EFFORTS TO BE EVEN=HANDED TOWARD VAR-
I0US GOVERNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN IN POWER IN SOMALIA BUT OUR ENe
DORSEMENT OF THE AIMS OF THE SRC» I DEMONSTRATED THAY THE CHARGE
USG WAS CUTTING ITS AlD AND PRIVATE INVESTMENT InN SOMALTA AND URGw
ING OTHERS TO DO LIKEWISE IS PATENTLY NONESENSE«. HERE I CITED USG
WILLINGNESS TO CANCELL PHASE-OUT OF AID PROGRAMS AND DESCRIBED OUR
ENCOURAGEMENT OF US PRIVATE INVESTYTMENT ACTIVITIESe 1 EMPHASIZED
THAT 17 WOULD BE DIXKEIVLY COUNTER TO OUR POLICY OF PEACE AND PROS-
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PERITY IN THE HORN TO DISCRURAGY NTHERS FROM ASSISTING SOMALIAs WE \
BELIEVED SOMALIA'S DESIRE FOR ilEsi 0TniE AND PROSPERITY COULD

BEST BE SERVED BY SUPPORT FROM A3 wild .~ “iCLD OF INTERNATIONAL AND
BILATERAL DONERS AS POSSIBLEe. FIiaiL¥ (2} I CITED FALSE RUMORS RE-
SPECTING USG SUPPORT FOR ETHIOPIAN-MILITARY MOVES AND FLATLY DENIED
EITHER KNOWLEDGE OF OR SUPPORT FOR THEM« r

3o GENERAL SIAD EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR THE FRANK STATEMENT» HE RE-
COUNTED AT SOME LENGTH HIS REASONING AS TO WHY THE "COMMGN PEQPLE"
OF SOMALIA ARE ALLEGEDLY ANTI-!!'Se HE ATTRIBUTED TH!S TO THOUGHT-
LESS BEHAVIOR OVER THE YEARS OF EMPLOYEES OF US PROSPECTING FRMS.
NOT UNDERSTANDING #OMADS AND POORER PEOPLE, THEY HAD OFFENDED

THEIR PRIDE AND DISREGARDED THEIR PROPERTY. POORER PEQPLE HAVE

BEEN LESS AWARE OF MORE RiEPRIZSENTATIVE US PRESENCE OF INTELLECTUALS
AND DIPLOMATSe HE ADMITTED THERE WERE MANY RUMORS AND THEY MADE

JOB OF SRC MORE DIFFICULT 3JT THOSE WHQ CIRCULATE THEM wWOULD RE PUT
IN THEIR CORRECT PLACE. SRT COULD NOT DISPEL FEELINGS OF POORER
PEOPLE OVERNIGHT BUT ™MUST ACT IN BEST INTERESTS OF COUNTRY AS WHOLE
TO SOLVE PROBLEMS OF HUNLGER, DISEASE AND IGNORANCEo

4o SOMALIA WAS READY TO ACCEPT ASSISTANCE FROM A VARIETY OF DONORS;
AND: HE HOPED A RICH AND POWERFUL: COUNTRY LIKE THE US CcOULD GIVE
MORE. THEN HE REITERATED THAT [T MUST BE SOMALIA WHICH DECIDES

HOW ASSISTANCE 1S 70 BE USED OR OTHERWISE 17T WOULD NOT RE USED

FOR THE BEST INTER<ST OF THE PEOQOPLE AS A WHOLE. HE REPEATED THIS
THEME WITH SEVERA&L VARIATIONS AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT WS AND

OTHERS WOULD UNDERSTAND AND RESPECT THIS DESIRE OF SOMALIA 70 MAKE
ITS OWN DECISIONS.

S5¢ SIAD SOUGHT TO BRUSH. AWAY ANY IMPLICATION THAT SOMALTA MAY BE
DOMINATED BY SOVIETS THROUGH USSR MILITARY AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMSs HE SAID THAT FACT OF THESE PROGRAMS COULD NEVER FORCE

HIM A MOSLEM TO BECOME COMMUNISTe HE EXPANDED ON HIS AND THE SRC®S
LOVE QOF FREEDOM AND DETERMINATION TO AVOID INTERFERENCE FROM ABROADo

6o WHERAS SAID STRESSED HIS NEED TO REFLECT THE VIEWS OF THE pOPULA-
TION AS A WHOLE ON DOMESTIC MATTERSs HE SAID IT WAS THE RESFPONS]
BILITY OF HIM AND OF SAID TQ PREVENT HOSTILITIES BETWEEN ETHIOPIA
AND SUOMALIAe HE SAID WITH FEELING THAT THE TWO PEQPLES MUST LIVE
SIDE BY SIDE IN PEACE #QOR THE AGES. HE COMMENTED WITHOUT RANCOR ON
US MILITARY AID TO EVHIGrIA AND CONSEQUENT SOVIET MILITARY AID TO
SOMALIAe HE WISHED ALL THESE ARMS COULD BE DROPPED INTO THE OCEANS
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7« SIAD ‘GAVE- VAGUE ANSWERS TD SPECIFIC QUESTIONS- HE SAID. THAT
QUESTION OF RECOGNITION OF. THE VIET NAM NATIONAL “LIBERATION FRONT'
1S PENDING ACTION IN THE SRCe (I HAD TOLD HIM THAT SUCH RECOGNI=.
TION AND THE SOMAL? FLAG SHIPPING PROBLEM COULD GREATLY COMPLICATE

THE ATMOSPHERE IN USG FOR AID TO SOMALIA.) HE MADE NO SUBSTANTIVE
COMMENT ON FLAG SHIPPING. 1 ALSO CITED AS A PROBLEM BIAS IN THE
PRESS. HE. CLAIMED THAT 9@PER CENT OF WHAT IS IN THE PRESS DOES

NOT RPT NOT REPRESENT GOVERNMENT POLICYs HE SAID DIFFICULTY IS

LACK OF TRAINED JOURNALISTS«=-SOMETIMES ALSO WRITERS LET REVOLUTIONARY
FERVOR GET BETTER OF ANY GOOD SENSE OF RELATIONS WITH OTHER CQUN=
TRIES.

8 IN EFFORT . TO GIVE TALK POSITIVE ASPECTS, I MENTIONED VARIOUS
OPPORTUNITIES OPENING UP FOR SOMALIA AND US TO WORK TOGETHER, SUCH
AS EXCHANGE OF PERSONS AND LEADER GRANTS, PUBLIC SAFETY PROGRAM,
SELF«HELP PROJECTS AND REGIONAL RANGE MANAGEMENT.

9« COMMENTS® GENERAL SIAD SOUGHT EARNESTLY TO CONVINCE US OF HIS
INDEPENDENCE AND NATIONAL SPIRIT AS WELL AS DESIRE IMPROVE US-SOMALI
RELATIONSs PATIENCE AND WORK WOULD BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE FOOD»
HEALTH AND EDUCATION #WAiCH HIS PEOPLE NEEDED AND THAT EFFORT COUPLED
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WITH NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE WAS ABOVE ALL THE MOST IMPORTANT. DIS=
CLAIMING ANY DICTATORIAL AMBITilw«3s 21A5 EMPHASIZED THAT HE MERELY
WANTED: TO SERVE HIS PEOPLE« I BEL:AVZ YTHI53 FRANK DISCUSSION WAS
WORTHWHILE BOTH IN-SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT ON SUSPICIONS REw

GARDING US AND' IN SEEKING TO DEVELOP dLTTEZR UNDERSTANDING WITH 'SRC»
HADSEL:
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