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e AFTER' DISPATCH! REFTELI MOFA. NOTE: DATED! AUGUST 4
CONCERNING RELEASE  MIDNIGHT SUN RECEIVED IN EMBASSY.
TEXT FOLLOWS.

2% (COMPLIMENTARY OPENINGH

"AND WITH REFERENCE! TO: THE: QUESTION OF: THE: UNITED
STATES VESSEL! "MIDNIGHT SUN"» HAS THE HONOUR TO RE=
STATE THE FOLLOWING?-

"le THAT THE: VESSEL: HAS: BLATANTLY VIOLATED THE
INTERNAL: AND  TERRITORIAL! WATERS OF: THE SOMAL1 DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC

"2% THAT THE! VESSEL! WAS NOT FLYJING THE | AG OF A
STATE: CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THERFFORE THE
RIGHT OF "INNOCENT PASSAGE™ DID NOT APPLY (i THIS CASEs

"3, THAT.THE! VESSEL! ATTEMPTED: TO' ESCAPE. WHEN THE

SOMALI COAST GYARDS SIGNALLED HER TO IDENTIFY ITS
NATIONALITY AND PURPQOSE.
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"THIS MINISTRY, HOWEVER? WISHES TO' INFORM THE '
EMBASSY THAT» AS AN. INDICATION OF GOODWILL. AND IN
THE: LIGHT .OF THE' EVIDENT DESIRE FOR MUTUAL® co=-
OPERATION: BETWEEN' THE: TWO: COUNTRIES, THE SOMALT
GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED: TO' RELEASE THE VESSEL' ON THE
UNDERSTANDING THAT. THE: UNTTED STATES GOVERNMENT WILL,
IN FUTURE> ENSURE THAT SUCH! VIOLATIONS WILL® NOT
OCCUR UNDER! ANY CIRCUMSTANCE

"FURTHERMOREY THE EMBASSY IS INFORMED: THAT THE:
MATTER' CONCERNING THIS VESSEL: IS: CLOSED AND THAT NO:
CLAIMS FROM ITS: OWNERS OR! FROM ANY OTHER QUARTERS
WILL' BE' ACCEPTED! BY THE' SOMALI GOVERNMENT "

{COMPLIMENTARY CLOSING')»

3a  WE: ASSUME' DEPARTMENT WILL! INFORM GUZZETA AND THAT
DEPARTMENT IN TOUCH WITH, AMBASSADOR: ADDOU=  RE:
PUBLICITY WEi SUGGEST DEPT ADOPT PASSIVE POLICY UNTIL
SHIP RELEASEDe IF' HOWEVER: STATEMENT CONSIDERED
NECESSARY WOULDI APPRECIATE BEING' INFORMED®

4o EMBASSY' COMMENTS ON NOTE' WILLI FOLLOW IN SEPARATE
MESSAGE
HADSEL!
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