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. deep concerns to. you.

from $12. _5.to $9m1 1on (a. 28% cut).
Eth1op1an Fore1gn M1n1ster a few days ago and, ‘as expected Emperor
Ha1le Selassie's reactlon was very ‘strong and’ very ‘quick. Ross Adair
says the Emperor spoke itin stronger terms than we can recall', that
‘the conversatlon was friendly but the "most serious I have ever had with
him", The Emperor said the cut came ''as a great blow to him'' and
would raise many doubts both in Ethiopia and in other countries, friend
and foe alike, as to whether the US was readjusting and reducing its
interest in Ethiopia and the Red Sea/lndigan Ocean part of the world,
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INFORMATION

March 20, 1972 //

" Haile Selassie Deeply Disturbed by Cut
in Military Assistance for Ethiopia

Haile Selas 51e called Ambassa.dor Ross Adalr in yesterday to dlscuss
the cut in our 1972 m111tary ass1stance for Eth1op1a.
'_rnade 1t very" 1n that he 1s deeply d1stressed by the cut; ‘and several
that a meetmg w1th you was de51rab1e L

The Emperor L

\

lltaryu ,assmtance program for Ethlopla _‘ o
Tl‘ls dec151on was conveyed to the

Selassie said he had felt for some time, and let it be known, that it was
desirable that he meet with you for a discussion of levels of US assistance
to Eth1op1a. He said that the MAP cut was of !''the utmost importance' to
him and brought into ques‘tlon the future of the long-term friendship
between our-countries.x. He expressly asked Ross Adair to convey his

Ada1r repl1ed by stressmg your fr1endsh1p and respect for the Emperor,

but. pointed out, that the pressures on you this year had already caused you
to forego conferences with several other world leaders. Adair also
,pomted out ‘that the cuts were the result of Congressmnal action, and
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| N ‘,'that»Ethmpla st111 recelved 70% of total US m111tary assistance for
Afr1ca. "~ The Emperor s reply was that he knew all that, but thought
Eth1op1a was ent1t1ed to special con51derat10n.

- Haile Séla.s sie has repeatedly used a personal visit to Washington as a
device by which to increase or maintain assistance for Ethiopia. It is
clear that he hopes to do so again. As of now, he has not asked for a
meeting, but has made it plain that he wants an invitation. At the very
least we are probably going to need to send a personal message from
you to the Emperor regardmg the m111tary assistance program and the
future of US pOlle' toward Ethmpla. We are’ now looklng into the '
p0551b111ty of a modest restoratlon of. part of the cut in MAP for'-\Ethlopla
. but, of. course, this, musti come out of“someone else'” hide. a.nc'['the h1des

of all ou"”fr1ends.h'a.ve‘ b‘\en‘badl gored" A pe‘r‘sona messag’ from you
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