
FM AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 519

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR

E.O. 11652: GDS
TAGS: PFOR, SO, US, EG
SUBJECT: USG/GOS RELATIONS IN LIGHT SADAT VISIT

1. NIMEIRI'S FORTHRIGHT SUPPORT OF SADAT, HIS ALMOST UNIQUE
PUBLIC APPROVAL AMONG ARAB LEADERS OF SINAI II (KHARTOUM 2105)
AND THE CLOSE WORKING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO NILE NATIONS
COMBINE TO SUGGEST THAT SADAT'S PENDING STATE VISIT TO WASHINGTON
COULD OCCASION SOME SORT OF EGYPTIAN PLEA TO US FOR FASTER
PACE IN NORMALIZATION OF USG/GOS RELATIONS. IF OUR RESPONSE
COULD BE POSITIVE, THIS WOULD SEEM LIKELY FURTHER BUTTRESS
EGYPTIAN POSITION HERE. YOU MAY THEREFORE WISH CONSIDER
WHETHER MOMENT HAS ARRIVED FOR FAVORABLE ACTION ON SECOND STEP
IN OUR NORMALIZATION PROCESS. IF SO, I RECOMMEND THAT "HOLDS'
BE REMOVED FROM: (A) CONSIDERATION OF PL 480 SALES; AND
(B) RE-OPENING OF OUR DATT OFFICE HERE, FORMER WOULD MAKE
POSSIBLE REVIEW WITH GOS SPECIFICS OF ITS JUNE REQUEST FOR
WHEAT, NEED FOR WHICH HAS PROBABLY INCREASED DUE RECENT
MAJOR WILE FLOODS, LATTER WOULD PROVIDE WELCOME SYMBOL HERE
TO AMERICAN-TRAINED OFFICERS, FROM NIMEIRI ON DOWN, AT TIME
THEY ARE SEEKING TO BROADEN REGIME'S ONCE LARGELY SOVIET
CONTACTS IN MILITARY FIELD (KHARTOUM 2285), BOTH STEPS WOULD
BE IN USG INTEREST BY SERVING ENCOURAGE NIMEIRI REGIME IN ITS
PRESENT RESPONSIBLE COURSE.

2. SHOULD FOREGOING COMMEND ITSELF TO YOU, IT MAY WELL BE



THOUGHT USEFUL AND FEASIBLE AT SOME TIME TO OBTAIN FROM
EGYPTIANS SOME SORT OF UP-DATING OF ASSURANCES OF JULY,
1974, THAT KHARTOUM MURDERES WILL REMAIN IN CUSTODY IN
EGYPT.

3. AS BACKGROUND - TO FOREGOING, IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT,
SINCE EXIM AND OPIC."HOLDS" WERE REMOVED LAST MAY,
SUDANESE RECORD ON I N TERNATIONAL AND BILATERAL ISSUESHDAS
INCLUDED: (A) SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN POSTPONEMENT ARAB SUMMIT,
"WHICH COULD HAVE COMPLICATED NIMEIRI'S PENDING ERITREAN
MEDIATION; (B) EVIDENT SUPPORT FOR MODERATES AT OAU AND
LIMA ON ISRAELI UN CREDENTIALS ISSUE; (C) PUBLIC NIMEIRI
ENDORSEMENT OF SINAI 88 -- AN ENDORSEMENT HE PUBLICLY
REITERATED AFTER SYRIAN EFFORTS PERSUADE HIM OTHERWISE;
(D) FORTHRIGHT SUPPORT BY SUDANESE FORMAN OF YOUR MAJOR
ADDRESS BEFORE 7Th SPECIAL UNGA; (E) PUBLIC CENSURE MADRID
TERRORIST CAPER BY NIMEIRI'S POLITICAL ORGANIZATION; (F) PRIVATE
NIMEIRI WILLINGNESS HELP SAFURE UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE FOUR
AMERICANS STILL HELD BY ERITREAN'S; AND (G) INFORMAL SUDANESE
AUTHORIZATION FOR FIST USN SHIP VISIT SINCE 1967. WERE UNDUE
ASYMMETRY TO DEVELOP IN OUR RELEATIONSHIPS WITH THE SUDANESE,
THIS WOULD SEEM FROM HERE UNLIKELY TO CONTRIBUTE TO NOURISHING
OUR WIDER INTERESTS, IT COULD BE CONCLUDED THAT TIMING
WOULD APPEAR RIPE FO R CONSIDERATION SECOND STEP IN NORMALIZATION
PROCESS EVEN WERE SADAT NOT IN POSITION TO . CLAIM PART OF THE
CREDIT.
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