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SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRESENCE IN ASMARA

JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE

REFS: A) ASMARA 176; B) ADDIS 1561; C) ADDIS 1550;
D) STATE 029370; E) STATE 26802

1. ALL AGENCIES CONCERNED FULLY APPRECIATE PROBLEM FACED
BY USG PERSONNEL IN ASMARA AND ARE CONCERNED FOR THEIR
SAFETY. WE HAVE GIVEN CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO CONGEN
AND EMBASSY VIEWS REFTELS AND WILL BE REVIEWING SUBJECT
ON A CONTINUING BASIS.

2.

WE HAVE DETERMINED THAT AT THIS TIME IT IS IN OVERALL
US INTEREST TO MAINTAIN A PRESENCE AT KAGNEW STATION.
IMMEDIATE USG OBJECTIVES ARE TO:

A. LIMIT THE DANGER TO AMERICAN LIVES WHILE CON-
TINUING ESSENTIAL OPERATIONS.



B. PREPARE FOR FURTHER CONTINGENCIES WITHOUT TAKING

ANY IRREVERSIBLE ACTIONS.

C) OBTAIN FULLER INFORMATION NEEDED TO ASSESS
PROBABLE DURATION OF THIS DANGER, PARTICULARLY WHETHER IT
MAY BE LESSENED BY VARIOUS CURRENT INITIATIVES TOWARD
A CEASE-FIRE.

3. FOLLOWING SPECIFIC ACTIONS HAVE THEREFORE BEEN
DECIDED UPON:

A) ACTION BEING CONSIDERED TO FURTHER REDUCE STONE-
HOUSE PERSONNEL. NAVCOMMUNIT WILL CONTINUE TO DISCHARGE
CURRENT OPERATIONAL MISSION WITH EXISTING PERSONNEL.
AGREE NO REDUCTION CONGEN PERSONNEL.

B) DOD AND STATE ARE TAKING ACTION TO ENSURE CON-C)
TINUED SECURE TWO-WAY COMMUNICATIONS FOR CONGEN ASMARA.

SEPARATE MESSAGE WILL GIVE SPECIFICS.

C ) EMBASSY AND CONGEN SHOULD AGAIN APPROACH APPRO-
PRIATE PMG AUTHORITIES TO SEEK MORE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION
FOR AMERICAN PERSONNEL . AND PROPERTY AT ASMARA.

D) EMBASSY SHOULD REITERATE TO PMG ASSURANCES THAT
ANY ADDITIONAL WITHDRAWALS ARE FOR SAFETY OF US PERSONNEL
AND SUCH ACTIONS WILL HAVE NO EFFECT ON SECURITY ASSIS-
TANCE PROGRAM.

E) ANY COOPERATION WITH ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES IN
ASMARA SHOULD BE CONDUCTED IN MANNER MINIMIZING

PROVOCATION CITED PARA 2 REF C.

F) CONTINUING ASSESSMENTS ARE ALSO DESIRED FROM ALL
ELEMENTS, INCLUDING MAAG PERSONNEL IN ASMARA, RE DURATION
PRESENT DANGER TO AMERICANS (PARA 2 C ABOVE) AND FEASIBIL-
ITY AND RISK OF OPERATING US MILITARY AIRCRAFT THROUGH
ASMARA AIRFIELD IF THERE SHOULD BE ANY NEED TO IMPLEMENT
CONTINGENCY PLANS. KISSINGER
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