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1 THIS MESSAGE OFFERS SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR - APPROACH TO SHAH
SHOULD WE DECIDE ASK FOR ADDITIONAL F-5A°'S.

2. SHAH'S PROMPT RESPONSE TO OUR REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF

32 F-5A'S MAY BE ATTRIBUTED TO HIS SENSE OF CLOSE RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE PRESIDENT AND VALUE HE ATTACHES TO THIS RELATIONSHIP
AND ALSO TO KIS DES{AE TO ASSIST IN BRINGING END TO WAR IN SEA.
IF WE ASK HIM TO RELEASE ADDITIONAL F-5A'S, WE WILL BE ASKING
HIM MAKE VERY DIFFICULT DECISION, ESPECIALLY IN CONTEXT RATION-
AL BUILDUP OF HIS OWN FORCES WHICH WE HAVE BEEN URGING ON HIM
AND WITH WHICH RELEASE OF ADDITIONAL F-5A'S WILL INTERFERE,

ON BALANCE, WE BELIEVE THERE IS REASONABLE LIKLIHOOD HE WILL
RESPOND POSITIVELY, ALBEIT RELUCTANTLY. FROM POINT OF VIEW

OF ROLE WE ARE PLAYING IN ADVISING IIAF, IT OUR JUDGEMENT THAT
32 F-5A'S CAN BE SPARED FROM IRANIAN AIR FORCE, BUT LOSS OF
ANOTHER 16 WOULD HURT., : “”y

'3, IF ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT NEEDED, OUR CURRENT VIEWS AFTER
MORE CAREFUL STUDY OF CONTINGENCY PROPOSALS IN OUR PREVIOUS
MESSAGE- ARE FOLLOWING:

"WE RECOMMEND THAT AMBASSADOR BE AUTHORIZED TO PRESSENT REQUEST
AS PERSONAL MESSAGE FOR THE PRESIDENT AND TO DESCRIBE IT AS

OF HIGHEST IMPORTANCE TO OUR EFFORTS REACH SEfTLEMLNT IN SVN,
AS HE TOLD AMBASSADOR DURING FIRST DISCUSSION, SHAH WANTS RE-
PLACEMENT AIRCRAFT RATHER THAN CREDIT TOWARDS THOSE AIXCRAFT.
HE HAS ALSO RECENTLY LAID STRESS ON URGENT NEED FOR BEST POS-
E ASSI:TANCE IN ACHI VING QUALITATIVE IMPROVEMENTS 1IN
FUL, 17 AMBASSADOR COULD
REPARED TO DO IN BOTH
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REGARDS. 1IN ORDER OF PRIORITY WE FEEL SHAH'S INTERESTS WOULD
INCLUDE ALL OF FolLOWING: :

- (A) ACCELERATION IN DELIVERY OF F-5E'S. START OF

DELIVERIES IN APRIL 1973 wOULD BE IDEAL FROM POINT OF VIEW OF
US INTERESTS HERE IN ‘HELPING GOI BUILD EFFECTIVE FORCE AND FROM
POINT OF VIEW IRANIAN ABILITY TO ABSORB NEW AIRCRAFT, PLEASE
INDICATE EARLIEST ADVANCED DELIVERY DATE POSSIBLE FOR THESE
PLANES. )

(B) RAPID APPROVAL AND ASSIGNMENT OF TEMPORARY TEAMS OF Us
MILITARY TECHNICIANS WHICH SHAH HWM REQUESTED FOR THREE SERVICES.
WE UNDERSTAND DOD TASK FORCE IS NOw COMPLETING STUDY .OF THIS .
REQUEST AND THAT GROUP IS PLANNING TO VISIT TEHRAN FOR FURTHER
DISCUSSIONS. AS TANGIBLE EVIDENCE OUR RECEPROCAL

WILLINGNESS TO BE HELPFUL, WE RECOMMEND AMBASSADOR BE AUTHORIZED
TO INFORM SHAH JOINT STATE/DOD TEAM WILL ARRIVE IN IRAN FOR
TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON HIS REQUEST WITHIN TWO WEEKS, AND THAT
WE WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO MEET HIS GOALS FOR ARRIVAL OF

TECHNICIANS,

(C) AIR FORCE TRAINING. IRANJANS ARE KEENLY INTERESTED IN IN-
CREASING NUMBER OF SPACES AVAILABLE TO THEM IN TWO SCHOOLS,

WE RECOMMEND IRANIAN QUOTA AT AIR COMMAND AND STAFF SCHOOL

BE INCREASED FROM ONE TO SIX OFFICERS PER SESSION. SECONDLY,
JRANIANS WOULD WELCOME ENLARGED QUOTA FOR F-5E INSTRUCTOR TRAIN-
ING AT WILLIAMS FIELD., APPRECIATE ADVICE WHETHER THESE TwO
SUGGESTIONS ARE FEASIBLE. o

4, TRANSFER OPERATIONS ARE TZNATIVELY SLATED FOR AIR BASE _-
REMOTE FROM TEHRAN AND WE ARE REASONABLY CERTAIN THERE WILL BE
NO PRESS LEAKAGE FROM THIS COUNTRY. WE ARE LESS SURE OF OTHER
NATIONS INVOLVED THIS PROJECT. WOULD APPREKOATZ CONTINGENCY
E;EESTGBIQANCE WE MAY SUPPLY TO GOI SHOULD STORY BREAK UN-

C LY.
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