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September 4 ,  1969 

TO : The Acting Secretary 

FRON : AF - David O .  Ncwsom 

SUBJECT : U. S. Policy in the Wake '* the Libyan Coup 
ACTION MENORANDUM \'s 

\ 

I attach a working paper on our o ~ t i s a , q  in 7,ihvrlTab B) 
and a brief discussion of possible future problems in the 
country (Tab C). The paper was prepared for the meeting of 

. the African Inter-Departmental Group on September 2. While 
it has not been formally cleared with the members present, 
the paper met with general initial. approval and has benefited 
from subsequent detailed suggestions from participating 
agencies, including ISA, JCS and CIA. 

Events are now rnoviyg rapidly in Libya. F o w r  centers 
of royalist influence in eastern Cyrenaica have fal1,en to the 
new regime, and there is little likelihood of any further 
resistance. 

Accordingly, with regard to the options that appear open 
to us, I have two recommendations on which we would welcome 
your dec i s ion  : w 

1.  That we decide to m a  
2. the new Lfbvan r e p k  as soon as i t  becomes clear to  us. that 

f t  ds, in fact,  in unchallenged control of the country", The 
I 

scenario,I p~opose would consist of three oteps: 
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Council (RCC) that all nations m a i n t a i n i n g  diplvi.l,lt !., 
relations with Libya br considered to have rccogni:, c! 

the new dovernment; 

b. we instruct our Charge in Tripoli, or 
alternatively our officer-in-chargc in Benghazi, to 
present himself officially to the RCC, bearing a 
copy of our statement; * s. when we pcrccive the moment opporronc we 
gsk far confirmation of the agr4mncnt for our 
Ambassador. 
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2. That we coordinate the timing of the issuance of our 
stateaten% with the British. They appear to be moving very 
t?@et2y towards recognition and could t~cll announce it within 

, Eha: W x t  few da*. 
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