
DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007



- ~ 

C H A R G E  TO 

$ 
(L 

8 .  
(L 

JIST2IBUTION 
ACTION: -- T i  
over  t h e  c o u r s e  of Libyan-US r e l a t i o n s .  Our government had 

i n  mind t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s  of d e s i r e  f o r  a new r e l a t i o n s h i p  a f t e r  

we agreed  t o  l e a v e  Wheelus. I n s t e a d  we have exper ienced  moves 

a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  and p r i v a t e  American community. We 

1 have n o t  s e e n  t h e  development of  t h e  new r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  we 

had hoped.  

I 3 .  Ambassador goes on t o  say he  had been asked t o  r e -  

i t e r a t e  t o  LARG AT h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  t h a t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

f u l l y  a c c e p t s  t h e  change i n  government i n  Libya and h a s  no 

d e s i r e  o r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  i t s  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s .  

We would hope t h i s  could  be  r e c i p r o c a t e d  by a l e s s e n i n g  of 

t h e  a p p a r e n t  s u s p i c i o n  d i r e c t e d  toward us by some i n  t h e  

Libyan Government. 

4 .  We r e c o g n i z e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  which e x i s t  between us 

i n  t h e  view of t h e  A r a b - I s r a e l  i s s u e .  Even h e r e ,  we f e e l  t h a t  

l the  Government o f  Libya h a s  n o t  t aken  s u f f i c i e n t  n o t e  of 
I 
t h e  moves made by t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  toward a  ba lanced  p o l i c y  

i n  t h e  a r e a .  
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5 .  Ambassador would then lead  i n t o  s u b j e c t  of t h e  

a d d i t i o n a l  e i g h t  F-5s conf i rming t h a t  q u e s t i o n  of t h e i r  

0 .  
-3 -  B 

Qa 
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d e l i v e r y  has been under review.  

6 .  We wish t o  confirm t h a t ,  a f t e r  some s l i p p a g e  because 

DISTRIBUTION 

of a  Northrop s t r i k e ,  p roduc t ion  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  i s  pro- 

0: 

ACTION: 7 \ 

ceeding normally arid p r e sen t  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t he  p lanes  

w i l l  be ready f o r  d e l i v e r y  i n  January and February 1971. 

We a l s o  wish conf i rm t h a t  no a c t i o n  has  been taken o r  i s  

contemplated t o  d i v e r t  t h e s e  p l anes  t o  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  

pu rchase r s .  

7 .  A s  LARG i s  aware,  t h e  terms of t h e  l e t t e r  of o f f e r  

permit  t h e  USG t o  cance l  a l l  o r  p a r t  of t h e  o r d e r  a t  any time 

p r i o r  t o  d e l i v e r y  "under unusual  and compel l ing c i rcumstances  

'when t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  US r e q u i r e  i t "  (Clause A-6). 

An op t i on  t o  c ance l  i s ,  of cou r se ,  a l s o  open t o  t h e  LARG 

(Clause B - 4 ) .  These were s t anda rd  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  a l l  such 

s a l e s  c o n t r a c t s  and a r e  in tended t o  enab le  e i h h e r  p a r t y  t o  

review t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  any time p r i o r  t o  d e l i v e r y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  _1 
of c i rcumstances  at-  
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8 .  We do n o t  b e l i e v e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  p rov ides  b a s i s  

" 
- Qa - 

I f o r  a  d e f i n i t e  d e c i s i o n  now t o  proceed w i t h  d e l i v e r i e s  which 

31STXIBUTION 

w i l l  n o t  i n  any even t  t a k e  p l a c a  f o r  a n o t h e r  n i n e  o r  t e n  
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I months; n e i t h e r  do we wish t o  t a k e  any p r e j u d i c i a l  a c t i o n  a t  

t h i s  t ime .  Consequent ly ,  we have t aken  a  d e l i b e r a t e  d e c i s i o n  

no t  t o  invoke Clause  A-6 of t h e  l e t t e r  of o f f e r  a t  t h i s  t ime 

bu t  t o  make our d e c i s i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  

I s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  deve lop ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  two 
I 

c o u n t r i e s  much c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t ime of a c t u a l  d e l i v e r y .  

I 9 .  We hope t h a t  our  reasons  f o r  t h u s  d e f e r r i n g  a  

d e c i s i o n  w i l l  be unders tandab le  t o  t h e  LARG. Meanwhile, we 

a r e  p repared  t o  c a r r y  out  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i o n s  i n  accordance 

1 o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t :  

( a )  USG i s  p repared  t o  a c c e p t  f i v e  p i l o t s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  

/ a ss ignment  t o  F-5 p i l o t  up-grade s p a c e s  and t o  p l a c e  them i n  

t r a i n i n g  beg inn ing  i n  l a t e  May 1970. Ac tua l  f l y i n g  t r a i n i n g  

would beg in  i n  Oc tober .  P r o v i s i o n  of s p a c e s  would, of c o u r s e ,  

be on s a l e s  b a s i s .  You should remind LARK t h a t  c o u r s e s  t o  - 1 
A 
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be preceded by up t o  15 r p t  15 weeks E n g l i s h  language t r a i n -  

a 

I i n g ,  depending on E n g l i s h  comprehension l e v e l  (ECL) . (ECL 

DISTRIBUTION 

of  80 r e q u i r e d  p r i o r  t o  F-5 up-grade t r a i n i n g . )  We w i l l  con- 

UI a: 

ACTION: 7 

t i n u e  p r o v i d e  o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  on a  c o u r s e - a v a i l a b l e  b a s i s  f o r  

q u a l i f i e d  t r a i n e e s .  FYI: We wish keep number t r a i n e e s  a t  

minimum and b e l i e v e  bo th  c o u r s e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and n m -  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  q u a l i f i e d  c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  accomplish t h i s .  END 

(b) Pursuan t  p a r a  l ( b )  S t a t e  25239 you may a l s o  in fo rm 

1 LARG we w i l l i n g  s e l l  reduced q u a n t i t i e s  ammunition r e q u e s t e d  

I by LARG. Procurement l e a d  t ime on most i t e m s  ( i f  we cannot 

( r e l e a s e  from s t o c k )  i s  12  months a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of accep ted  

1 M S  c a s e .  We a n t i c i p a t e ,  howkver, t h a t  we could o b t a i n  

r e l e a s e  o f  p a r t i a l  and p o s s i b l y  f u l l  q u a n t i t i e s  of most i t ems  

1 from s t o c k  i n  approx imate ly  10  d a y s .  ( D e t a i l s  i n  s e p t e l * )  

i FYI: Forego ing  q u a n t i t i e s  of muni t ions  based on USCINCEUR 

I p l a n n i n g  f a c t o r s  f o r  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  under CINCEUR j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

F a c t o r s  t a k e  t n t o  account  r e a s o n a b l e  s o r t i e  r a t e s ,  mix of 
A 

-- 1 rnun i t i o n s  moa t 1 j l r d b y l k ( 4 . . . . a n L a n . ~ e d  
D R A F T E D  B Y :  D R A F - . T I N G  D A T E  T E I -  E X T  A P P R O V E D  U Y :  
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I a i r c r a f t  i commission and a t t r i t i o n  r a t e s .  Q u a n t i t i e s  a r e  
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comparable w i t h  q u a n t i t i e s  WRM f u r n i s h e d  th rough  g r a n t  a i d  

DISTRIBUTION 

and FMS t o  o t h e r  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  END FYI. 

[I: 
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(c)  Remainder S t a t e  25239 s t i l l  a p p l i e s  (NORAIR con- 

t r a c t ,  s p a r e  p a r t s ,  C-130s and m i l i t a r y  l i a i s o n  s e c t i o n  t o  

hand le  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  problems) .  

I 1 0 .  We would a l s o  expec t  t h a t  LARG would proceed w i t h  

NORAIR c o n t r a c t ,  t h u s  p e r m i t t i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  s c a l i n g  down 

of MAAG t o  l e v e l  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  bo th  governments.  

I 11. I f  q u e r i e d  p u b l i c l y  r e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  second F-5 

c o n t r a c t ,  Department w i l l  s a y  " D e l i v e r i e s  under  t h e  c o n t r a c t  

a r e  n o t  due u n t i l  e a r l y  n e x t  y e a r .  Meanwhile we i n t e n d  t o  

keep t h e  m a t t e r  under c o n t i n u i n g  rev iew.  No f u r t h e r  comment." 

1 END 
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