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MEMORANDUM 
.T&-E Pi?zs~~~.~ ,:II. 

T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E  

W A S H I N G T O N  

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

GENERAL ALEXANDER M. HAIG @ - 
Coup Attempt in  Morocco 

Situation: 

The attempt to overthrow King Hassan I1 of Morocco apparendy has  failed, 
although some sporadic  fighting continues and some of the rebe ls  a r e  s t i l l  
to  be rounded up. 

I 
The la tes t  reporting f r o m  our Embassy indicates thal  the situation s e e m s  
to be normal  everywhere in  the country except Rabat. There  i s  still, 
however, occasional f ir ing in  the downtown a r e a  of the capital  city, par t i -  
cularly around the radio station and n e a r  a r m y  headquarters.  The Royal 

- ,  - - --- = P a l a ~ - ~ p p a r e n t l f  i&-:still- in rebe l  hgnds. All  knd-.p~&ici~als o f - t h e - - ~ - Y - ~ = ~  

coup attempt a r e  reported to be ei ther  dead o r  a r r e s t ed .  

F r o m  a l l  indications King Has san  i s  unharmed and, af ter  initially putting 
out to  sea,  he has  re turned to  a sma l l  palace that  he maintains outside of 
Rabat. In a radio statement,  Hassan said Morocco had passed through 
the most  se r ious  c r i s i s  i n  i t s  his tory and declared the a r m y  remains  loyal. 

Minister of Inter ior  Genera! Oufkir has been given full mi l i ta ry  and 
civilian powers t o  r e s t o r e  o rde r  and clean out the rebels  and, for  a l l  . 
pract ical  purposes ,  i s  the m a n  actually running the  country a t  this  mo-  
ment. He i s  a ve ry  tough, well-seasoned and controversial  f igure 
character ized in  the pas t  by both his loyalty to  the King and harshness  
in suppressing opposition. If he bails out Hassan  this  t ime,  Oufkir can 
be expected to  play a,*cry influential ro l e  i n  the future. He i s  reported 
to  be well disposed t b  t&e U. S. and the West but a s  a pragmatis t  he is capa- - i 

ble of being accommodating to the Soviets if he thought this  were  in  
Morocco's in te res t .  

The Libyans reportedly have placed the i r  a r m e d  forces  on ale*rt and have 
proclaimed their  support  for  the rebels .  The King reac ted  to  this  announce- 
ment  with utter contempt. It i s  doubtful a t  th i s  point that  the Libyan's will 
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go beyond propaganda and perhaps threats .  The Algerians have I&'. . - 
committed themselves one way or  the other and seem. to  be lying low. 
So far  no other government in the a r e a  has taken any public'position. 

I 

. . .  U. S. Action: 

..a The State Department has reviewed i ts  emergency evacuation plans for  , " 

the some 5, 000 American nationals in Morocco of whom 3,400 are.  mili- 
' 

t a r y  personnel and dependents stationed a t  the Kenitra Base. No Ameri -  
cans have been harmed or  a r e  in serious danger. Should the situation 
take an  unexpected tu rn  for the worse, ships f r o m  the sixth Fleet  could 
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be rapidly positioned for evacuation purposes. . . 
. - *  

Ambassador ~ o c k w e l l ' a n d  the Department of State have recommended 
that you send a message  congratulating King Hassan on the successful , 
escape f rom the attempt on his life and expressing hope for future peace I - 
and stability. The situation appears  to have clarified sufficiently ̂ to make 

, such a gesture which will be- greatly appreciated by King Hassan. I have - -  
- - 

approved dispatch of the attached message, leaving it to  the Ambassador 's , -. r 

- . . discretion a s  to manner and timing of delivery. He will:ad&ise when ihe . -. - . - ':'- -. .? - 
---. -_: -_., ~message.has..beenllllconveyed. - We wi l l then  consider - - the possibilit)r -- - cjf' - - a  

- .-- 
.- - -  -, 
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2 7 -  - .  - -  
acknowledging he re  to the p r e s s  t h ~ t - ~ o u  s a v e  sent a-message.-  - - 
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