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MOROCCO: HASSAN ' S MILITARY PROVES U;iTP\IISTWOP,THY 
\ 

The attempt on August 16 by p i l o t s  o f  the  Moroccan F-5 f i g h t e r  squadron 

t o  k i l l  King Hassan br ings  i n t o  guest ion the l o y a l t y  o f  the  Moroccan 

m i l i t a r y .  This l o y a l t y  i s  the  key t o  the  d u r a b i l i t y  o f  Hassan's regime, - 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  view o f  h i s  f a i l u r e  i n  recent  months t o  hroaden h i s  power e 3 
base by b r i n g i n g  the  p o l i t i c a l  oppos i t ion  i n t o  the  government. Since the  

h 
a b o r t i v e  coup a t  S k h i r a t  i n  1971, the  King has demonstrated t h a t  he i s  

. - 

i n t e r e s t e d  on ly  i n  cosmetic reforms and t h a t  he has no i n t e n t i o n  t o  share 9 
Pokrer i n  a meaningful way. tlc appeared content  t o  l e t  h i s  power r e s t  on 

the  narrow base of the  m i l i t a r y  estabishment, and seemed s u f f i c i e n t l y  

conf ident o f  Defense > l i n i s t e r  General Mohamed O u f k i r  l s  con t ro l  t o  leave f 
on an extended vacat ion t o  France a t  the end o f  J u l y .  

a 
Demise o f  Ou fk i r .  The apparent su i c ide  o f  General O u f k i r  i n  the  e a r l y  e 

hours o f  August 17 removes an i r rep laceab le  p i  1  l a r  o f  support.  Oufki r ' s  3 
tC 

t o t a l  devotion t o  the  monarchy was important  because he has  both r u t h l e s s  

and w e l l  organized, t r a i t s  which enabled him t o  command respect  from and 3 
t n s p i r e  awe i n  the  m i l i t a r y  establ ishment. He supposedly l i v e d  by a 

severe code o f  honor which had once led liirn t o  th reaten su i c ide  should the  
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in  h i m .  His replacement, General Driss Ben Aomar, while 

a lSyal and respected o f f i ce r  (an ex-Chief of S t a f f )  i s  not i n  good health 
- 
5 z 

and does not have the presence of Oufkir. He i s  not l ikely t o  be able t o  
"E I ,  

mend r i f t s  within the mil i tary t h a t  may r e su l t  from t h i s  l a t e s t  attempt 

t o  overthrow Hassan. 
, 

Internal Outlook. The King now faces the task of again p u r g i n g  the [ 
military, which has shown i t s e l f  untrustworthy twice i n  the past 13 months. 

To gain tlme and contemplate future maneuvers, i f  the King remains true t o  

form, he will  attempt t o  reopen a dialogue w i t h  the pol i t i ca l  opposition. 

He may be expected t o  downplay the attempted assassination as an isolated 

incident and create an atmosphere of dialogue and reform. Past experience, 

however, does not suggest t ha t  Hassan will change his personalized s ty l e  

of government based on a t radi t ional  web of patron-client relationships.  

International Implications. The l a t e s t  attempt came just  as Hassan 

was recovering his international s ta ture  as a resul t of his adro i t  

hand1 i n g  of the Rabat OAU Summit and his election as OAU President i n  

June. He now stands t o  have his prestige s l i p  again, par t icular ly  i f  he 

findsi  t necessary t o  devote a l l  his energy to s tab i l iz ing  his  domestic 

seene. He may be inclined, however, to exploi t  his ro le  as OAU President 

t o  t ry  recovering international s ta tus  as well as to  draw attention a t  

home away from a confused s i tua t ion .  

Neighboring Tunisia, Mauritania and possibly Algeria--despite 

Boumediene's d i s l ike  of monarchy--will probably be relieved tha t  Morocco 

has been spared, a t  l e a s t  f o r  the moment, the chaos tha t  ~ o u l d  have resulted 

had the coup been successful. The hos t i le  Libyan radio,  on the othdr 

hand, l o s t  no time in lauding the attempt on the King and call inq fo r  

other e f fo r t s .  
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US Linked to Plot. Moroccan officials  have already alluded to 

US involvement because t he  p l l o t s  operated from Kenitra, where we have 

recently reduced our presence. We have strongly denied any role. While 

Iiassan prabably feels any such charges groundless, he nonetheless m i g h t  

bclievc t h a t  such a popular at t i tude would warrant a reduction or 

change in the US military presence; this  would a i so  serve him well in 

negotiations ne may undertake w i t h  the pol i t i  cal opposition, which 

opposes any US military presence in Morocco. 
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