
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

2 9 AUG 1972

MEMORANDUM TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

SUBJECT: US Military Involvement in Morocco

The recent attempted coup in Morocco and the uncertain future facing
the regime lead me to believe that we should consider ways of reducing
the level of our military involvement and dependence on the Moroccan
communications facilities.

I am aware that some of our activities and military presence is directly
associated with the oral agreement with King Hassan in 1963 concerning
base management and telecommunications training. I believe, however,
that we should make every effort, consistent with that agreement, to
shift the actual operating functions of the RMAF base at Kenitra to
Moroccans, restricting US personnel to advisory roles. I also recognize
that any precipitous withdrawal of personnel involved in training and
base operations might adversely affect our continued use of the US Navy
communications facilities, and that, therefore, any reductions in presence
would have to be done on a gradual basis.

I would like you to examine this situation and submit recommendations to
me on ways we can reduce our involvement by turning over to the Moroccans
as many of the operations and maintenance functions as possible at the
RMAF base at Kenitra, with US personnel, if necessary, continuing to
serve as advisors. I would also like you to examine the impact of the
Fleet Satellite Communications System on our continued need for the
communications sites at Sidi Yahia and Bouknadel and the desirability of
reorienting these facilities by remote-keying (one of the options in the
1971 JCS contingency relocation plan), retaining the use of the Moroccan
frequencies but reducing our overall presence in Morocco, and how quickly
this could be accomplished. This evaluation should identify costs, per-
sonnel and any anticipated degradation of capabilities. I understand the
Navy has already initiated studies and actions that could be helpful in
determining ways to reduce our dependence on the Moroccan-based communica-
tions facilities.

I would appreciate this information and your recommendations by September 23.
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Tins Assistant Secretargy (Teleconsunications) amours with this rectessendation.

Atta-0.3

A

Arralstead I. 'Selden, Jr.
Ac t its Assistant Secretary
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