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MEMORANDUM TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF v
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SUBJECT: US Military Involvement in Morocco

The recent attempted coup in Morocco and the uncertain future facing
the regime lead me to believe that we should consider ways of reducing
the level of our military involvement and dependence on the Moroccan
communications facilities.

I am aware that some of our activities and military presence is directly
associated with the oral agreement with King Hassan in 1963 concerning
base management and telecommunications training. I believe, however,

that we should make every effort, consistent with that agreement, to
shift the actual operating functions of the RMAF base at Kenitra to
Moroccans, restricting US personnel to advisory roles. I also recognize
that any precipitous withdrawal of personnel involved in training and
base operations might adversely affect our continued use of the US Navy
communications facilities, and that, therefore, any reductions in presence
would have to be done on a gradual basis.

I would like you to examine this situation and submit recommendations to
me on ways we can reduce our involvement by turning over to the Moroccans
as many of the operations and maintenance functions as possible at the
RMAF base at Kenitra, with US personnel, if necessary, continuing to
serve as advisors. I would also like you to examine the impact of the
Fleet Satellite Communications System on our continued need for the
communications sites at Sidi Yahia and Bouknadel and the desirability of
reorienting these facilities by remote-keying (one of the options in the
1971 JCS contingency relocation plan), retaining the use of the Moroccan
frequencies but reducing our overall presence in Morocco, and how quickly
this could be accomplished. This evaluation should identify costs, per=-
sonnel and any anticipated degradation of capabilities. I understand the
Navy has already initiated studies and actions that could be helpful in
determining ways to reduce our dependence on the Moroccan-based communica-
tions facilities.

I would appreciate this information and your recommendations by September 23.
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BUBJECT: US Military Involvement In Morosco

The purpose of this memorandum ie to sssess the situstion in Noroceo
Pfollowing the aboartive coup ettempt of August 16th, to examine the
lavel of 1B militayry invelvement and to propose certsin interim
actions you may wish to consider towerd recrienmting our military
posture there.

Politiesl Assesement

The situstion is cutwerdly ealm but more ominous end menscing toward
Hassan's longevity than after last year's attempted coup. Few Delisve
any lomger that vegquired reforms are likely to be made, and the military's
loyelty to the regime 1is more suspect than ever.

MOD Oufkir's complisity end alleged suicide, the inept (if not poorly com-
aeiw)mmmwwm&sw,mmum
and usurpation of 4irect sontrol of the military and prospects of yet
suother purge of the officer staff, has completely shattered the militery's
morsls. The military was the main prop of the regime. Oufiir was the most,
gualified leader considered capable of mintaining the military's cobesive-
negs snd loyslty. His adventure sgainst Hassan probebly rveflected his
groving svevenees of hiz own pre-eminent personal suthovrity smong the
militery sod bVelief that the King could not or would not sliter the regime's
etyle. Oufkir was among the diminishing fov who spoke fyankly to the King
about the regime's shortcomings, and thelr relationship appenred to be
mmmwimmmm While there is #3ill mouch meon-
tz&%ﬁ mmmm, mwmmmfa,
mWﬁtmmmwﬁMMMﬁmh
erats e protess of the regiwe's disintegration,

With the demise of Cufkir and his slwost embsxrressingly demenstretive
pro-U8 sttitudes and apparent desire to maintain the mcosrchicsl strugture
under his own regency, the next coup attempt is move likely to be radioal
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and republicen in nature end not as favorably disposed to the UB. The
chance of our being able to hang on to cur maval communications statiom
under such circumstances, coupled with & nev regime's likely propensity
to look for ways to rally domestic support and establish its Arxed
legitimacy, would be greatly diminished. In the short run, however,
while Hassan rules, cur Asbsssador believes, and we sgree, that there
may be some opinion favering our withdrawal from Kenitse dbut that the
King is more likely to want to retain cur presence 8s 2 gauge of our
eontinved support for the regime.

We bave about 1350 DoD perscanel (woetly ¥avy end Marine) sand 1500
dependents lockted in Moroeso at the Kenitre complex that ineludes the
Morocasn siy fecility (597 US personnel) and two outlying communications
sites at 5141 Yahia snd Pouknsdel (647 US perscnnel). The Nevy comsuni-
sitione station serves as the master station for the sres, conirolling
sud coordimmtiing all ship-to-shore communicaticns with US Naval fowces
operating in the Mediterranesn, We slso have 8 25«men MAAG, ineluding

a five-man F-5 sugmentation team at the airstrip, sssosiated with & smell
grent MAP treining program (sdout $0.8 million a yesr) and a cvedit sales
progrem (about $15 millionm & yesr),

Our presence in Morocco vas coversd by an orsl understanding between
President Kennedy snd King Mmesan in 1963, when it was agresd that we
eould comtinve to utilize the cosmunications facllities in exchangs fer
our (1) petting Kenitra under Morocean commnd, (ii) meintaining the
same level of operetionsl expendituves ($2.1 million) end (141) training
Moroceans in base munsgement and telecomsunications. (The sites of the
US communiceations facilities at 8141 Yahis snd Bouknedel were not
"Horocosnized.”)

This week, after the Morocesn Government's initisl indieation that the
USG wes suspected of complieity in Oufkir’s sttempted coup (apparently
becsuse of the impression that the US Po5 sdvisors end Nevy persomnel at
the sirstrip must heve aseisted in scme vay), the King publicly soknowl-
edged that the GOM's investigation shewed no foreign inmvelvesent. The
King stated that Americsn technliciens are in Morosco to tesch Moreccans
to iy und commnioste, that 1t would be irrespomeible for him to inerimi.
nete them in the affair and that he vae satisfied with the role of the
Americans. Our owm investigatiom shows that US personnel were ordersd
svay from the operstionsl ares before the P-5e went off om thelr first
strike. Nometbeless, US persommel st the siretrip, in the control towers
end in supsrvieory management roles with the Moroecsn feeility (e.g.
generetor plant) are a risk %o possible exposure or unwitting involvement
in the future.
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A mjor facter in the value of the station's locetion is the 250 frequencies
Moroeco makes available for our use that could not be entirely compensated
for elsevhere. At its own initiative, Navy ran 8 tést last year on the
impact of operating without the Morocean frequencies. The Eavy believes

the need of these frequencies will be critiesl until cur Fleet Satellite
Communieations System is operetionsl (estimated FY 75/76) and may be of
signifiesnt residusl importance after then. Since last year's eoup, and

your request for the development of contingency reloeation plans, the Nevy
has been sttespting to reduce its dependence on Moroeco im its future plenning.
As they ldentified in last year's plen, it would bs possidle to reduce the
ousber of DoD persomnel in Morocce significantly by remote-keying the Moroccan
stetion from another locstion in the Mediterrsnean, while retaining uee of the
freguancies. Cost and degradation of @ﬁﬁ}.ﬂm are pitigating factors that
vill bave to be weighed again in light of the present situstiocm in Meroeco.

Bavy should examine immedistely waye to reduce dirveet UB involvement snd
operetional partieipatiom in the bese mensgement of the Moroceas faeility at
Kenitra, shifting such functions to the Morcccens, with residusl US presence
limited te sdvisory roles. This excludes the sctual sites of Navy's communt.
cations station at 8141 Yahis apd Bouknmdel that sre under divest Navy
manegenent and control and would be Detter left that way in the surrent
situstion. Also, given the mia prospects for the emmtinuity of the
regine, Eavy's future requirements for the cemmuniontions fasilities should
HM%&&&IQWM&M&WuQﬁW
&8 practicable. I, therefure, recommend thet you sign the attached memo~
mwmmzmammmmgmﬁmﬁgmtm@
revievs be undertaken.

The Assistant Secretary (Telscommunications )igmaﬁa?: with this recommendation.
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