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SUBJECT: AUDIENCE WITH KING HASSAN

]« SUMMARY: KING HASSAN COMVINCED THAT MEDBOUH AND OUFKIR

WERE MaNIPULATED BUT SAYS HE DOFS NNT KNOW By WHOM: [S
DETERMINED TO CLEANSE MILITA®RY ESTARLISHMENT; DESIRES ESTABLISH
DEMOCRATIC RULE RY MAJGRITY yNDER LEGITIMACY OF MONARCHY:
COUNTS ON ELECTIGNS AND NEW oaRLIAMENT TO PROMOTE THIS: LOOKED
WELL AND REFLECTED CONFIDENCFE IM HIS ABILITY TO CONTINUE
MANAGING AFFAIRS OF STATE. FND SUMMARY.

2« AT #:@P PeMeo ON SEPTEMBER 7 1 WAS RECEIVEpD IN AUDIENCE BY
KING HASSAN AT THE SKHIRAT PaALACE. AS INSTRUCTED; I REITERATED
TO KING QUR PLEASURE AND RELTEF THAT HE HAD SUCESSFULLY CVER-
COME SHAMEFUL ATTEMPT AGAINST HIS LIFEs AND QUR DEEP AND
SYMPATHETIC CONCERN WITH PROaLEMS HE NOW FACINGs I ADDED THAT

I Han ALSG REEN INSTRUCTEDRD T SEEXK H1S PERSOMAL ASSESSMHENT QF
CURRENT SITUATIN s WITH PARTICULAF ScFERENCE TO ARMY AND POLITI-
CAL PARTIES.
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3« AFTER THANKING ME WaARMLY FOR THESE SENTIMENTS, KING BEGAN
BY SAYING THAT HE WAS CONVINCED THAT BOTH GENERALS MEDBOUH AND
DUFK iR HAD BEEN "MANIPULATED."™ HE WAS FRANK TO SAY, HOWEVER,
THAT He HAD NO EVIDENCE WHICH WOULD TELL HIM "WHAT NAME OR WHAT
FLAG" TO ATTACHE TO THg MANIPULATORS. WHEN [ ASKED KING WHY

HE Was sU CEgTAIN SUME OUTSINE ELEMENT wAs BEHIND THE TwO
UNSUCCeSSFUL ATTEMPTS oN HIS LIFE, HE REPLIEpD THAT IT "HApD TO
BE Sp" BECAUSE NEITHER MEDSOUH NOR QUFKIR COULD HAVE MANAGED

TO RUN THE COUNTRY RY THEMSELVES» LACKING AS THEY DID ANY
POPULAR BASE WHATSOEVER.THEY MUST HAVE COUNTED ON SOMEONE
OUTSIDE TO HELP THEM, SOMEONF WHO NGULD BE WILLING FOR HIS

OWN PROFIT T0 PROVIDE THE ASSISTANCE WHICH THE MEDBOUH-OUFKIR
CLIQUES WOULD HAVE REQUIRED 1N ORDER TGO MFET MOROCCO'S NEEDS
AND THUS MAINTAIN THEMSELVES IN POWERe IN ORPDER TO AVOID
CHAOS» AND BECAUSE OF THE MOROCCAN PEOPLE'S CONCERN FOR LEGITI-
MACY, EITHER GENERAL WOULD ALSO HAVE HAD TO FIND A MEMBER

OF THE ALAQUITE DYNASTY TO USE AS A PUPPET. ®1 HAVE LOTS QOF
COUS NS, OF COURSE: BUT INTELLECTUALLY WHAT ARE THEY?" THE
GENERALS WOULD HAVE WAD LITTLE HELP FROM SUCH A QUARTERs THE
KING SalDe THEY MUST HAVE COUNTED ON AN OUTSIDE ELEMENT.

4 THE KING HOPED THAT THE "LIVING FORCES" OF THE NATION
WOoULn rOME TO UNDERSTAND THAT BOTH ATTFMPTS WERE NOT DIRECTED’
AGAINST THE MONARCHY PER SE OR "AGAINST HIM PERSONALLY"

BUT RATHER AGAINST LIBERTY AND CIVILIZATION [N MOROCCO.

HAD. THE MEDRQUH R OUFKIR GROUPS BEEN SUCCESSFULs THEY WOULD
HAVE SEEN TO IT THAT THE POLITICAL PARTIES WERE PUT OUT OF

ACTION PERMANENTLY AND RULE RrY MILITARY JUNTA FIRMLY ESTABLISHED.
WNO ONE WOULD HAVE REEN SAFE."

5« TwE KING SAID THAT HE WAS DETERMINED TO ESTABLISH DEMO-

CRACY RY MAJQRITY RULE UNDER THE LEGITIMACY pF THE MONARCHY.

HE LOOXED TO THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS AND THE RESULTANT PARLIA-
MENT Tn PROMQOTE THISe HE CniJLD NOT SUBSCRIBEF TO THE THESIS

HELD RY OQUFKIR THAT UNDERDFVFLOPED COUNTRIES CANNOT HAVE DEMO~-
CRACYs EVEN IF THE OPPOSITION POLITICAL PARTIES SHOULD FIND THEM=
SELVES IN A MINNSITY pOSITION IN THE PARLIAMENT AS A RESULT OF
THE ELFCTIONS, THIS WOULD NOT PRECLUPDE THEIR REPRESENTATIVES
FROM REING APPOINTED TO THE AOVERNMENT ANMD PQOSSIBLY EVEN TQ THE
POSITION OF PRIME MINISTERs THE KING WAS ENCOURAGED BY THE
HEAVY RFGISTRATIUN FOR THE EILECTIONS WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE.
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THE PARTIES» HE 5A1Ds HWAC ORNERED THEIR MEMBERS TO REGISTER.

6 WITH REGARD TO THE ARMY, THE KING SAID THAT IT HAD TO BE
NCLEANSEDe" HE WAS DETERMINED THAT THOSE GUILTY OF THE EVENTS
OF AUGUST 16 SHGULD BE PUNISWED "TO THE LIMIT."™ THE ARMY HAD
TO BE SROUGHT UNDER CONTROL. I REMARKED THAT WE HAD RECEIVED
THE IMPRESSION THAT THERE WAS MUCH RESENTMENT AMONG MILITARY
OFFICERS, AND A NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD HIM PERSONALLYs AS A
RESULT OF HIS SHARP WORDS To THE MILITARY AFTER AUGUST 16

AND RECAUSE THE AMMUNITION HAD BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM MILITARY
UNITSs THE KING SAID THAT THE MILITARY, BY THEIR SHAMEFUL
BEHAVIOR, HAD DESERVED THE DRESSING DOWN HE GAVE THEMe FURTHER~-
MORE, IT WAS NOT NORMAL THAT MILITARY UNITS SHOULD HAVE THEIR
AMMUNITION WITH THEM3 I~ MNST COUNTRIES IN PFACETIME AMMUNITION
WAS kEPT APART FROM THE UNITS IN SPFCIAL STORAGE PLACESS
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7+ THE KING CONCLUDED. BY SAYING THAT HE /
WAS A "FREE: MAN," LOYAL BUT NOT SUBSERVIENT TO

HIS FRIENDS= SOME PEOQPLE MIGHT NOT LIKE' THIS, BUT

HE WaAS DETERMINED TO PURSUE THIS COURSE.

8+ AHMED OSMAN, WHO WAS THE ONLY OTHER PERSON
PRESENT DURING THE ‘AUDIENCE, DROPPED BY THE

HOUSE AFTERWARDS To CONTINUE THE DISCUSSION.

WHEN I TOLD HIM THAT WE HAD ABSOLUTELY NO
INDICATION OF ANY FOREIGN MANIPULATION OF EITHER
MEDBOUH OR OUFKIRs AND. THAT I REALLY DID WONDER WHY
THE. kING SEEMED SO CERTAIN THAT THERE WAS

SOMEQNE BEHIND THE GENERALS, OSMAN MERELY

SAID TuAT THE KING HAD DEDUCED THIS BY THE LOGIC

OF THE SITUATION AS HE HAD EXPRESSED IT TO Mge.

9+ OSMAN WENT ON TO SAY THAT THERE WAS
NOTHING THE KING WOULD LIKE RETTER THAN TO Bg
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A CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCH LIKF QUEEN ELIZABETH. "DO
YOU THINK HE ENJGYS BEING SHOT AT?" IF HE FpLT
THERE WERE A POLITICAL STRUCTURE CAPABLE OF RUNNING
THE QUNTRY, HE WOULD RETIRE TO A CONSTITUTIONAL
POSITION AT ONCF .« HE MIGHT EVEN, IN SUCH
CIRCUMSTANCESs STEP DOWN FROM THE THRONE AND RESIDE
IN MOGROCCO AS A PRIVATE CIT1ZENs "AS ALL HIS
PROPFRTY IS HERE." HOWEVER, SUCH A POLITICAL
STRUCTURE DOES NOT EXY{ST AND MUST BF CREATED,

|@e OSMAN SAID THAT IN HIS CHWARACTERISTIC FRANKNESS
WITH HIS AMERICAN FRIENDSs THE KING HAD TOLD ASSISTANT
SECRETARY NEWSOM DURING HIS vISIT HERE LAST YEAR ~
THAT HE EXPECTED WITHIN HOURS OR DAYS TO ANNQUNCE
THE FORMATION OF A COALITION GOVERNMENT WITH
OPPOSITION REPRESENTATIVESs THE KING SAID THIS
BECAUSE HE REALLY BFELIEVED TWAT THE OPPOSITION

HAD ACCEPTED KIS OFFER OF "TeN MINISTRIES:
INCLUDING THE PRIME MINISTRY, AND EVEN AN UNpPER
SECRETARYSHIP IN THE MINISTRY OF THF INTERIOR."
HOWEVERS» WHEN HE RECEIVFD NATIONAL FRONT DELEGATES
WITHIN MINUTES AFTER NEWSOM'S DEPARTURE:; THEY

TOLD HIM T0 HIS STUPEFACTION THAT INSTEAD OF
ACCEPTING WHAT HE HAD OFFERER, THEY WANTED
WEVERYTHINGs EXCEPT DEFENSE AND PeTeTe" THIg THE
KING COULD NOT AGREE TO, SINCE THE NATIONAL FRONT
HAD NOT GAIMNED THE RIGHT THRNUGH ELECTIONS Tpn
REPRESE‘NT THE WHOLE COUNTRY: THUS THE NEGOTIATIONS
HAD FAILED. THE KING®S READINESS TD GRANT Sp

MANY POSTS TO THE OPPQSITION SHOWED HIS SINCERE
DESIRE TO SHARE POWFR. IT HaD REEN REVEALINgG

THAT REPRESENTATIVES 0OF THE NATIONAL FRONT HAD
FRANkLY CONFESSED TO THF KING THAT THEY CQULD

NOT AGREE AMONG THEMSFLVES AS TO WHN AMONG THEM
SHOULD RE THE PRIME MINISTER. OSMAN CAUTIONED

THAT WHAT THE POLITICAL LEADERS SAY PUBLICLY OFTEN
DOES NAT REFLECT WHAT THEY REALLY THINKe

|1« OSMAN HOPED THAT MQROCCH WOULD BE SPARED
ANOTHER OF THE TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCES IT HAD RE-
CENTLY HAD AND BE GIVEN THE TIMFE TO WORK FOR THE
ESTARLISHMENT BY THE KING OF MAJORITY-RULE DEMOCRACY
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THE xING SO EARNESTLY pESIRERe IT, AND THE KINGs
DID NOT DESERVE #HAT HAD HAPPENED. I COMMENTED

THAT THE KING HAD A SERIOUS PRORLEM DF IMAGE.
OSMAN AGREED.

12« 0SMAN SAID THAT THE PEOPLE FAVORED THE CURBING
OF THE MILITARY. IT WAS FEARED BECAUSE OF THE
EXCESSES IT HAD COMMITTFD AGAINST CIVILIANS. THE
GOVERNMENT HAD RECEIVED REPORTS OF RESENTMENT AMONG

MILITARY OFFICERS SIMILAR TO THOSE 1 HAD MENTIONED
TO THE KINGe

]3¢  THE KINGs» OSMAN SAIDs» IS AN INTELLECTUAL.
HE WQULD WELCOME SOMEONE OF HIS STATURE COMING

INTO AUTHORITY SO THAT PROBLFMS COULD RE MEANINGFULLY
DEBATED

l4s OSMAN CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT THEY COUNTED
ON CONTINUING US SYMPATHY AND HELP.

15 COMMENT: THE KING LOOKFD AS WELL AS I HAVE EVER
SEEN HIM AND SEEMED FULLY IN COMMAND OF HIMSELF

HE WAS ELOQUENT AND SELF=ASSURED AS HE DISCUSSED

THE SITUATION IN RESPONSE TD MY QUESTIONS.

16+ 1 DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE REALLY THINKS THAT
THERE WAS A FOREIGN HAND IN THE TWO PLOTS. HE
FINDS 1T USEFUL TO ADVANCE THIS THESISs WHICH

SO EXAGGERATES THE [MPORTANCF OF MORQCCOs

TO DISTRACT PEOPLE FROM THE REAL CAUSES OF THE TWO
ATTEMPTS. HIS STUBBORN REFUSAL T0O ADMIT TRHAT

ANY FAILING ON HIS PART COULD HAVE REEN RESPQNSIBLE
FOR WHAT HAS HAPPENED WAS APPARENT IN THE CON-
VERSATIONe.
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7+« AS TO HOW HE INTENDS TO PROCEED QVER THE COMING /
WEEKS TO ASSURE THE CONTINUATION OF ROYAL RULE

IN MORQCCO, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT HE INTENDS TO TRY

TO LURE THE POLITICAL PARTIES INTO PARTICIPATING IN
THE ELECTIONS AND THAT HE MaAY WELL BE PREPARED TO

SEE THE RESULTANT PARLIAMENT EXERCISE A WIDER
DEGREE OF AUTHORITY. MEANWHILE» HE WILL PURGE

THE ARMY IN ORDER TO TRY TO REMOVE ANY FURTHER DANGER
FROM THAT QUARTERe 1 p0O NOT THINK THAT HE HAS ANY
INTENTION OF ABDICATING, AND I SHOULD IMAGINE

THAT IF A PARLIAMENT WITH BROADER POWERS SHOULD BE
ESTABLISHED» IT WILL HAVE SOME DIFFICULTY IN

PREVENTING ROYAL ENcRDAcHMENT UPON TS PRERO.
GATIVES.

18« I NOW AM GLAD THE DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTED ME
TO SFE THE KINGe I HAD BEEN RELUCTANT TO SEEK AN
AUDIENCE FOR FEAR THAT UNDER THE LINGERING EFFECTS
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OF AUGUST 16 HE MIGHT saY SOMETHING UNPALATABLE
ABOUT OUR MILITARY PRESENCE. HOWEVER, HE

WAS EXCEEDINGLY CORDIAL AND MADE NO REFERENCE
WHATQOEVER TO OUR MILITARY OR TO ANY EMBARRASSMENT
ARISING FROM THE AMERICcaN ANGLE TO THE AUGUST

l6 EVENTSe NONETHELESSs THE THESIS HWE SET

FORTH WITH REGARD TO THE "“NAME OR FLAG" WHICH

WAS REHIND THE PLOTTERS COULP ORVIOUSLY BE APPLIED
TO TWE UNITED STATES [F ONE WISHED TO DO SO
WE RFLIEVE THERE ARE THOSE IN HIS ENTOURAGE
WHO ARE ALLEGING US COMPLICITY IN THE AUGUST
ATTACKe I RETTERATE MY BELIFF» HOWESVER,
THAT THE KIN@G DOES NOT REALLY THINK WE WERE {NVOLVED:
ME 1S USING THE FOREIGN FACTOR THEORY TO DISTRACT
ATTENTION FROM THE REGIME'S AND HIS PERSONAL FAILINGS

AND TO KEEP PEOPLE., INCLUDING QURSELVES, OFF BRALANCES
GDS

ROCKWELL:

16
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