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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSAT]ON;: FM MASMOUDT (TUNISIA)

SECRETARY'S QOCTOBER
MEETING WITH FONMING
PART 1 MIDDLE EAST

9130 AoeMesr 3LA WALDORF

i

le PARTICIPANTS: TUNISIA =~ MASMOUDI, MINISTER MOUSSA;

UeSe = THE SECRETARY, MRe nNF PALMA, AMBASSADOR ~CKESSON
(REPORTING NFFICER)s, MRW TOUMAYAN (INTERPRETER),

2+ SUMMARY: MASMOUDI SAID ARAAS LONG FOUR CLOSER TIES
WITH US AND HOPE US CAN EXEXT ITS INFLUENCE T0O 2RING
ABOUT JUST PEACE IN AREAs SECRETARY EXPLAINER Ue
POSITION STRESSING IMPORTANCE OF INTERIM AGREEMENT
LEADING TO FINAL SETTLEMENT, RUT POINTEDR GUYT Fluag TeEomMs
OF LATTER COULD NOT RE DECIDED IN ADVANCE. MASHMOUDT -

FORESAW CONTINUED STALEMATE WITH ALTERNATING TALKS AND
SKIRMISHES+ END SUMMARY

3s MASMOUDI SAID THAT ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO MIU EAST HE
BOTED GREAT LONGING AMONG ARARS FOR BETTER AND CLOSER
RELATIGONS WITH UeSe ARARS ADMIRE NUMEIRI®S STAND IN
SUDAN AND WANT TO SEE SOVIETS LEAVE EGYPT. THIS 16 NQT
AN 1DEOLOGICAL POSITION BUT REFLECTS A FEELING TeaT
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WITH CLOSER US TIES AREA WOULD BE CLOSER TO PEACE AND
FREEDOM.

4o MASMQUDI SAID ARABS WONpDER WHY UeSe DOES NOT
UNDERSTAND AND HELP THEM MORE. THEY DO NOT WANT WAR

BUT FEAR WAR IS ONLY OUTLET IF THKINGS REMAIN AS THEY
ARE+ EGYPT wAS DISAPPOINTED wWITH RECENT MEETING BETWEEN
RIAD: AND SECRETARY» ACCORDING TU MASMIUDI, AND CAIRO

NOW FEELS CONDEMNED T0O DO SOMETHINGs ARABS ARE TALKING
ABOUT REDUCING THE FLOW QF 011 AND ARE PREPARING FOR

WAR KNOWING THEY CAN SUFFER MANY DEFEATS BUT THAT ISRAEL
CANNDOT SURVIVE ONF

5+ SECRETARY ROGERS SAID UsSe CAN DO NOTHING IF ARABS
DECIDE: ON WARSBUT THAT A pOLICY OF COURTING DEFEAT

IS NO: POLICYs THE UeSe CAN RE HELPFUL IN RBRINGING

ABOUT A SOLUTION IN WHICH ARARS WILL GET ALMQST
EVERYTHING THEY WANT. OUR pOLICY I5 QUITE FAVORAB[E

TO THE ARABS AND THAT IS WY IT 1S CRITICIZED BY [SRAFEL-
THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION HAS CHANGED THE Ue«S» POLICY OF
THREE YEARS AGO AND THE ARARS SHOULD UNDERSTAND THIS
AND: TAKE ADVANTAGE aOF ITe WF NFFER pPOSSIBLITY OF

PEACEs WITH ARARS 0BTAINING ALMOST ALL THEY ASK FQOR.
SOVIETS TELL ARABS TO HQOLD 0OUT FOR EVERYTHING THEY
DEMAND. AND 0OFFER NO ALTERNATIVE EXCEPT STALEMATE AND
WAR» PROLONGATION OF PRESENT STATUS PLAYS INTO

ISRAELT HANNDS AND INTERIM SETTLEMENT WHICH WE FrEL Can
BE ACHIEVED IS MORE IN INTEREST OR ARABS THAN IT2RARLIS
INTERIM AGREEMENT SHQULD BE STEP TOWARD FINFL

SETTLEMENT aUT 17T CANNOT SofELll AUT EXACTLY wWHAT FINAL
AGRFEMENT WILL REs OR THERE wWAULD BE NO NEED FOR INTERIM
STEP-THE UoeSe POSITIOM IS THAT ISRACL SHOULD RETURN
SUSTANTTALLY ALL OCCUPIED TFRRITORIES EXCEPY FUR

SOME MINOR SECURITY ADJUSTHMENTS A SUCH A3 THE PROSLEM

OF THE GOLAN HETGHTS AND SHARM EL SHEIKH. SECRETARY

SAID HE FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH SADAT AND RELIEVES
INTERKIM AGREEMENT CAN BE ACHIEVID WHICH WOULD BFENEFTT
EGYPT WITHOUT PREJUDICING FINAL SETTLEMENT 8UT THAT
NOTHING CAN BE DONE IF ARAKRS ASK FOR EVERYTHING THEY
WANT PRIQOR TO AM INTERIM ACCORDe AS inN CASE OF 2ERLIN
AGREEMENT, SECRETARY POINT QUT THAT SUME THINGS CaAN BE
SETTLED WHILE OTHERS ARE WNEGITIATED LATER.
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6- MaSMOUDLI SAID THAT AN INTERIM AGREEMENT LATER,

69 MASMOUDI SAID THAY AN INTERIM AGREEMENT WITHQUT

AN UNDERSTNDING OF THE: ULTIMATE GOAL WUULD BE

DIFFICULT Tn PROMOTE ON ARAR SIDEe HE FORESAW LITTLE (IKELIHOOUD
OF: ANY PROGRESS UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS AND EXPECTED

THAT THE STALEMATE WOULD CoNTINUE WITH INTERMITTENT

TALKS AND SxIRMISHES. HE TWEN RAISED BRIEFLY THE

PROARLEM OF JERUSALEM.

7. THE SECRETARY RECALLED THAT WE SUPPURTEL THE ARAR
POSITION ON JERUSALEM AND SAID THAT WE CAN

ONLY TRY 70 HELP [F THE PARTIES WISHED TO MAKE
PROGRESSe IT SEEMED T0O US THAT EGYPT WOULD BE BETTER
OFF: WITH THE CANO OPEN AND SUCH A MOVE COULD LEAD

TO OTHERS® GPus

ROGERS

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WlTHOUTWTION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY





