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SECRETARY 'S  STAFF CONFERENCE

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1974 - 3:10 P.M.

PRESENT:

The Secretary of State -~ HENRY A. KISSINGER

Mr. Rush

Mr. Sisco

Mr. Donaldson
Mr: Sonnenfeldt
Mr. Easum

Mr. Kubisch
Mr. Ingersoll
Mr. Hartman
Mr. Davies
Mr., Vest

Mr. Lord

Mr. McCloskey
Mr. Buffum
'Mr. Hylan

Mr. Buffum
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appeals to the‘people of Bangladesh to forgive.ahd forget.
And for his part, Mujib. says.that his.people should forget
and make a freShnstért Qith the Pakistanis.

Now, this aé;eement clears the way for progress
in the next phase of a similar process which began in '72.

So we would anticipate thaﬁ there will‘be prdg:ess
on résumétion of trade among the thrée countries, resumption
of diplomatic relations by India and Pakistan, and initiation
of relations in Dacca and-Islamabad) and regtoration ofb_'
coﬁmunicétions,'includi#g over-flights.
é; the outlook, as we see.iﬁ, is for slow but
continﬁing progress on this~front, until the basic issue
of Kashmir‘iS'hit,.where-we may come to a grihding halt.

The immediate implications seem to us té be
that Chiﬁa'will notAoppose‘Bangladesh's entry into the
United Nations. We would‘speculatévthaf the Chinese might
very well seek to establish influencéﬁin Ban§1a§ash,
to compete with the Sowiets and the Indians. And the
agreement provides a basis for improvement,in Chiﬁa-
India relations énd Pakistani-Soviet relations.

It has seemed to us, Mr. Secretary, that our
basic direct‘interests"in the sub-continent are not
7 major, as far as our U.S. interests are concerned. We

are interested in stability, social. and economic progress,
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agd s;éing.thatbthe oéher pbwér‘bloc does not exercise a
vpredominant influence~there. |

So that this process seems to be in our interests
and td point towards a qontinuationfof our policy of
encouragingvnormalizatidn whilé sittiﬁg on the sidelines
and trying to stay out from in between.

While the prognosis on the political side may
be favorable, we look. at the economic side with some concerh.l
Thé demographic problem, which prdbably‘brougﬁt thé sp1i£
off of the Eastern Provincg from Pakistan, subsequen£
to the cycloné and the ineptitude of the West Pakistan
Gpverﬁment in dealing with the consequences, the shortage
bf ré$ourcés, all point Eo.the,pqpulatibn resource balance
aé bei#g‘the.major source éf instabilit& in thé.yéars ahead.
| - MR. SISCO: Could I raisé one point.- I will
be seeiné Moynihan on Friday. You will recall before
you left he was waiting ydur go—-ahead on whether he can
open‘these discussions with the Indians. I think it would
Ibe veryltimely to tell him to go ahead when he goes back,
Mr. Secretary. I know you are familiar with the
substantive is;ue.

SECRETARY KISSINCER: When is he goiﬁg back?"

MR. .SISCO: Sometime next week.
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.SECRETARY KISSINGER: Maybe I can see him
before he goes back. -

- MR. SISCO: Sure.

[ SR

[Omitted here is discussion unrelated to Bangladesh]
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