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l. SUMMARY. BANGLADESH AHBASSADOR‘HOSSAIN ALI CALLED ON
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON TUESDAY, AUGUST 19 AT HIS
INITIATIVE. AMBASSADOR ALI PRESENTED REASONS FOR COUP,
EXPRESSED HIS PERSONAL REGRET AT DEATH OF [MUJIB, AND
REPCRTED NEW BDG' S INTENTION TO CARﬂ; OGN FOREIGN RELATIONE
ALONG THE PRINCIPLES OF NON-ALIGNMENT, WITH A NEW EMPHASI
ON GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALL THE SUPERPOWERS. HE D ISCUSSED
NEW BDG'S HOPE FOR RECONCILIATION WITH PAKISTAN AND CON- |
TINUED GOOD RELATIONS WITH INDIA. ATHERTON REITERATED
USG' S INTENIION TO CONTINUE NORMAL RELATIONS, INCLUDING
ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH BDG. END 'SUMMARY.

2. AMBASSADOR ALI'S PRESENTATION FOLLOWED SAME THEMES

OUTL INED BY FAKHRUDD IN AH1ED (REFTEL). AFTER DESCRIPTION

OF INADEQUACIES OF MUJIB S ADMINISTRATION, HE EXPRESSED

HIS REGRET OVER NECESSITY FOR KILLING MUJIB, WHILE REPEATENG
THAT HE DID NOT KNOW THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURRCUNDING HIS
DEATH. DRAWING ON HIS CLOSE FRIENDSHIP WITH NEW ‘
PRESIDENT KHONDAKAR MUSHTAQUE AHMED DURING 1571 IN
CALCUTTA, HE DESCRIBED HIM AS "PIOUS, HONEST AND

STRAIGHT FORWARD.™ ‘

3. IN DISCUSSING NEW BDG" S FOREIGN RELATIONS, ALI STATED‘
THAT HE WISHED TO INFORM US OF BANGLADESH'S INTENTION
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