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L. feneral Zia and I were able to have several nminutes

of private conversation at a dinner Saturday night.
un to
lippernmost on his mind, evidently, was a desire for /Mg
‘ \
understand that they had registered our REFH conceryn that
|

2 really effective attack on Rangladesh's yopulatio@ problemn
was long over due. He also sprinkled the conversatﬂcn with
suggaestions for furthex Americ%n aid; he evinced Soﬁ@

;. confidence about the prespect #or continued ¢alm in the

country; shrugged off rumors a#out any imminent top-level

changes in the Government; and/reflected the usual
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apprehension about india but without any sense of ‘1

immedlate concern. END SUMMARY.
2. %Zia opeaned ouxr conversation by referzing to the
points Senator MceGovern had made to him last week about
Bangiadesh's urgent poﬁulation problem and said he wanted
ug to know that they understood this was their top priority.
They realized that they could make no xeal progress in
solving theilr other problems as long as they made nro progress
in bringing down the rate of population growth. He said
they had now designated Sattar, one of their best and most
population
effective people, as the Secretary in chavge of /Rapuiaiion
matters and expected this piogram to get moving. They would
also assign more and betiter people to this work, and would
aleo bring in more women., I said I was pleased to hear éhis

as both here and in Washington during my recent consultation

I bhad bsen hearing more and more expressions of concern about

what had bsen considered, guite frankly, an unsatisfactory
record in this area. Questions were being raised about the
pvurpose of the enoxwous anounts of aid we are putting in to
Bangladesh if tﬁare ﬁere g0 1itthe to show in the way of
checking the population growth. |

3. Here and there in the conveﬁsation the General returned
to guggestions about American aqsistance. At one point he
agked if we dould help meet one Ff their pressing problems

L_%n the education ares by making‘it possible fo¥ them t?“?uilé
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ri;ecxeational facilities at their universities to offer._w

the students some useful channel for their enexgies when

they were not in school, a problen which he thought was a

serious one in Bangladesh. He hoped we could help them

buiid a complex of swimming pools, gymnasiums, and other
faclilities for sport and recreation. When I tried to turn
this aside by éﬁinting ocut that it was one thing for us to
éo to the Congress for fextilizers, foodgrains and contra-~
ceptives, but guite another to suggest that we build
swimming pools, the General persisted and asked us to
consider providing at least the foreign exchange component
with the Banéladesh Government taking éare of the local
currency needs. :I told him My, Gardiner, Asglstant Administrator
AID for Bangladesh and other countries imn this area, was
arriving on Sunday and that waould discuss this matter with
him. Hé élso mentioned that @uring the McGoveﬁn vis@t he
had discussed with the Senator and Charge Cheslaw the
possibility of our providing police trainiy -- he said he
would like to send a group ©f their police to New Yo#k'city
where our methods of combatting crime would be helpftl to
Bangladesh's police in dealing with miscreants here-~ and
also our supplying them with iight eguipment such aajrifles
and communications gear for their poliée. Iysaid I kn@w.of
this request, which we had conveyed to Waahington, but that

ha would know from our previous conversatxons that we ?ffe
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éiiﬁg;ily interested in using our resources to hel# them
rin agriculture, rural development, and family planning —-

the crucial areas where we could help best. I said in

this connaction that we were working right now on the
question of the €urther foodgrain deliveries we would make
for tha rest of the year. We also discussed the recent
’requast (DACCA's 0300) for $50 million in budget support and
1 guggeated to BHHE General Zia that he should not be
optimistic about this possibility. I told him that I
understood he had also suggested that we should have a

i

military attache in the Embassy; I sald that this mattoer wa

wder review and that perhaps I would have something more b

(o]

say about it before long.

4. fwWwith respect to General zia‘s request for police
training and eguipment, Britisﬁ High Commisslioner Smalliman
told me on Sunday that Zia aiao raised this question with
him at the same dinnazy, pursuing lower level requests
which the British had alreadyAéeceived from the BDG.
Smallman says he told Zia tha? there might be a possibility
~0£ the British doing somethin% about training but discouraged
him fxom'fhinking that the British would bs able to provide
any further communications eq+ipment’heyond that which they
had supplied under an earliét:program. He said they were

alsec under praseura from Comm‘ ore Khan for raval aid but

L_Fhat he had told the Commoa 2 ;hat‘any‘such aid wouldnj

w

: have to be on é“sales-basis.
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5, Zia made the inevitable critical roference to india
but did not dwell on the subject or show acute con cern
about the present state of relations, acknowledging in fact
 that the§ were now & little hetter than they had beon. He
‘gaid it was surprising how mugh objectionable material
about Bangladeéh was printed gn the Indian press and also
suxprising.how this could happen under the emergency powers
there. He referred to the robbing of a Hindu temple {the
Indian High Commisgioner had menticned this same case to e
earlier in the wesk) and saild the Indians had made a fuss
about it. When they had looked into it they had found that
the temple had been looted by seven thievesz, four of whom
were Modlem and three of whom were Hindu, so that it was just
a case of ordinary thievery of the kind they were always
running into. He said that in fact they had had not oue
? single zeal incident of communal difficulties since the
change in Government. I commented that this was obviously
a crucial issue for New Belh; and we had been pleésed to

see the épecial concern shown for it here.

6. With respect to his dameqtic affairs, Zia made the

points that he had beer trying tc bring about more

. of dgovernment, to encourage the
work of pxivate'enﬁezprise, and to continue to hold
smuggling under more affecti#e contxol. In answer to my

‘|__questions, Zia expressed cdn%idence about the outlook Lor
e oy : | ' |
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continued calu in the country and said that diaci%liné~}

in the armed forces was not a preoblem at present.) When I

mention ad that I had heard rumors that impoziant phanqes
might be about to take place at the top, he said ‘these
Xumors had been circulating for a moanth now and ;hrugg@d
' theﬁ off. {The rumors we have heard in the last‘few days
have it that President Sayem has resigned with an early
effective date and that former Chief Justice Sid;iqi will

become ?reszdent.) |

7. COMMENT. This was, in view of my home leave, ay first
emergence |

neeting with 2ia since his/ZNSENNHEE as the man ?ffecﬁively

in chaxge of Bangladesh. I found him as relaxed, soft~
\
spoken, and friendly as ever and showing no signg of strain
under his new responsibilities. He looks and acts, if

5 be: in ch .
enythtng, an shouch e 50 sntortos/EREAEAE IR R

His almost nalve approach to the possibil ﬂiesroﬁ American

aid are.a reminder, however, that he has -« quite wnders=
. |
gtandably in view of his youth ami background =-- some

limitations of perspective., I told him that X wéulé like

7? ' to bring in Assistent AID Aﬁmiﬁistratot Gardiner\ta see
. should have
/  him this week, which he readily agreedto, 5o we faibiximwex

occasion later this week to report further on his views.
' \
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