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Е.O.  11652: GDS
TAGS: PFOR, IN, USSUBJECT:

 FIRST IMPRESSIONS1.

 I HAVE NOW CO M PLETED THE INITIAL FORMALITIESEXPECTED
 OF AN AMBASSADOR HERE AND CAN REPORT THAT

WHILE MY RECEPTION НАS BEEN WARM AND СОRR СТ . THE
INDIANS ARE  NOT TAKING PARTICULARLY GOOD CARE OF THEIR
RELATIONS WITH THE US THESE DAYS.

2.  NEEDLESS TO SA Y, I COULD НАVE ARRIVED IN INDIA AT
A BETTER TIME (I AGREE THAT IT WAS BEST THAT Х WAIT
OUT THE EARLY FIREWORKS IN BANGKOK). NEVERTHELESS,
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BE NO US INTERFERENCE
	  DON'T

  EXPECT ТНE АLLEGATIONS AGAINST US TO STOP BUT I
DO INTEND САREFULLY ТO SUPERVISE OUR АСТIVITIES НERE
AND НAVE ALREADY TAKEN STEPS ТО AVOID АROUSINGSUSPICIONS BY UNNECESSARY

 3.

ONE  АSPECT OF MY CONVERSTION WITH THE FОREIGN МINISTER
ON АРRIL 1  ILLUSTRATES WHAT I МEAN ВY THE INDIANS NOT
TAKING MUCH САRE OF THEIR RELATIONS WITH US. MAKING
CONVERSATION, I  SAID THAT	 I WAS РLEASED THAT ТHE РL 480 
AGREEMENT HAD BEEN COMPLETED. CHAVAN WAS NOT EVEN AWARE
OF THIS AND HAD TO ASK HIS MAN TEJA WHAT HAD HAPPENED.
(THE INDIANS IN WASHINGTON TOLD US THAT THEY WОULD ISSUE
А PRESS RELEASE IN NEW DELHI. THEY DIDN'T  AND THE
SIGNING DIDN'T GET MUCH АТТENTION IN THE PAPERS HERE
АS  USUAL THE DIFFICULTIES 	 IN THE NEGOTIATIONS GOT MUCHМORE.)
4.

АS I HAVE ALREADY RЕРORTED, THE PRIME MINISTER
SEEMED UNUSUALLY FRIENDLY ( ТHE МОST IN MY VARIOUS
CONVERSATIONS WITH HER). ТНRE WERE STILL THE LONG
SILENCES. IT IS A CURIOUS GОVRNMENT IN WHICH NEITHER
THE PRIME MINISTER NOR ТНE	 FOREIGN MINISTER SAY MUCH
TO REPRESENTATIVES FOR FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS.5.

 IT SHOULD BE OBVIOUS FROM WHAT I HAVE SAID SO FAR
THAT MY ОFFICIAL СОNVERSATIONS HAVE DONE LITTLE TO GIVE
МE А FЕEL FOR THE SITUATION OUT НERЕ , BUT I HAVE, IN
ТHE СОURSE OF THE ORDINARY THINGS A NEW АМBASSADOR DOES,
INCLUDING МY FIRST ОFFICIAL VISITS TO BOMBAY AND MADRAS,
DONE A LOT OF LISTENING Т О INDIANS AND DIPLOMATIC
СOLLEAGUES. ALSO INDIA'S REMARKABLY FREE PRESS IS R ЕVEALING.
MY IMPRESSION IS THAT WHILE THE GOVERNMENT HERE WANTS

TO PRESERVE А BASIS F ОR A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE US WHICH WILL
МАК IT РОSSIBLE FOR IT ТО GET THE THINGS FROM US IT WANTS,
IT  ISNT WORKING VERY HARD AT IT.   IT IS TRUE THAT THE
INDIANS MAY НАVE MADE SOME	 EFFORT To CONTAIN ТHEIR RE-
ACTION ТО OUR ARMS SALES РОLICY, BUT I  DISAGREE  WITH
WASHINGTON THAT THEIR REACTION HAS BEEN МODERATE. Г
BELIEVE THAT WASHINGTON MAY ALSO UNDERESTIMATE ТНE INTENSITY
АND SERIOUSNESS OF ТНEIR CONCERN OVER THE POLICY. ANOTHER
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THING WHICH I HAVE NОТICED IS THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE
INDIANS CONTINUE TO JOIN UP WITH ТHE RADICAL NONALIGNED
AND IN THE PROCESS ТАKE ISSUE WITH US. WHETHER AT
HA V ANA OR LIMA, THEY PREACH AN INTERNATIONAL SHARE
THE WEALTH DOCTRINE WHICH WOULD DESTROY US ALL.
I HOPE ТО GOD THE EGYPTIANS DO NOT GET  THEM INVOLVED
IN THE 	 GENEVA TALKS ON PALESTINE.6.

GIVEN ALL OF ТНIS, I THOUGHT IT IMPORTANT THAT I
START OUT HERE ON THE RIGHT FOOT. I СОULD NOT POSSIBLY
AC C EPT THIS DISREGARD FOR US INTERESTS, СОNSEQUENTLY,

WНEN I HAVE HAD OFFICIAL TALKS, I HAVE STUCK CAREFULLY
TO PROTOCOL AND AVOIDED BUSINESS: ОТНERWISE 	 I WOULD HAVE
HAD TO HAVE BEEN UNPLEASANT. I HAVE DELIBERATELY SPOKEN
QUITE FRANKLY ТО THE PRESS IN ORDER ТО GET GREATER REALISM
INTO OUR RELATIONS. I HAVE МАDE IT CLEAR I WA$ NOT HERE
TO IMPROVE THE CLIMATE OF RELATIONS: I WAS HERE ТОREPRESENT

 MY GOVERNMENT.  I HAVE SAID THAT GOOD  RELATIONS
WERE A TWO-WAY STREET AND MADE  IT CLEAR THAT ТНE
INITIATIVE WAS THAT OF THE GOVERNMENT HERE. I ALSO

РОINTED OUT THAT INDIA PAYS IN THE US FOR ITS RADICAL
ACTIONS WITH ТHE NONALIGNED (RECOG N ITION OF THE PLO),
IN SAYING SUCH THINGS, I HAVE TAKEN SOME HEAT IN THE
PRESS AND FROM LЕFTIST POLITICIANS.  I EXPECTED THIS AND
TAKE IT AS EVIDENCE THAT	 HAVE BEEN HEARD.

7, ANOTHER IMPRESSION WHICH MAY ВЕ WORTH REPORTING
IS THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE US IS BLAMED FOR INDIA'S AND
THE WORLD'S ILLS. THERE IS A FASCINATION WITH THE U8 IN
INDIA AND OUR DIFFICULTIES AROUND THE WORLD ARE REPORTED
IN DETAIL AND FREQUENTLY WITH SATISFACTION. THE СНORUS
ON THE CIA HAS BUILT UP AGAIN AND WE ARE ACCUSED OF
EVERYTHING FR ОМ PLOTTING THE МURDER OF INDIAN OFFICIALS
To SUPPOSING JAYAPRAKSH NARAYAN TN Н !8 AGITATION
AGAINST MRS. GANDHI. IN FAIRNESS, МOST OF THIS COMES
FROM THE  IRRESPONSIBLE PAPERS  AND LEFTIST POLITICIANS
BU T ON OCCASION A STATE POLITICAL LEADER OR A CONGRESS
PARTY OFFICIAL СНIMES IN. THIS WILL PROBABLY INCREASE
UNTIL MRS. GANDHI HOLDS  ELECTIONS IN THE NEXT 8- 12 MONTHS.8.

ALL OF THIS
	

CONVINCES ME THAT LIFE IS GOING TO BE
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SLOW IN NEW  DELHI FOR А WHILE. I DON'T INTEND ANY
INITIATIVES  TO SPEED IT UP: THAT IS FOR THE INDIANS.
I AM QUITE PREPARED  ТО TAKE IT EASY FOR A WНILE.
SAXBE
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