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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S MEETING WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY

8) SECTO 26005
1.« AMBASSANOR MET WITH FONSEC KEWAL 8INGH JULY 15, HE CONVEYED
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REPLY TO FONMIN CHAVAN ON INDIA'S SECURITY COUNCIL

SEAT APPROACH, AND EXPRESSED U8 CONCERN OVER EFFORTS BY IRRESPON=
SIBLE ELEMENTS IN INDIA TO BLAME aALL INDIA'S PROBLEMS ON THE CIA,

'.

2, AMBASSADUR EMPHASIZED HE HAD INQUIRED PERSONALLY SINCE HIS AR~
RIVAL IN INDIA INTO WHETHER THERE WERE ANY CIA ACTIVITIES D]=-
RECTED AT INDIAN INTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND OFFERED KEWAL SINGH HIS
PERSONAL ASSURANCE THERE WERE NONE, AMBASSADOR OBSERVED THAT

WHEN ACCUSATIONS OR COMMENTS BY SENIOR INDIAN OFFICIALS AND
NEWSPAPERS APPEARED ALLEGING US INTERFERENCE IN INDIAN DOMESTIC
AFFAIRS, THEY APPEARED TO HAVE FORMAL GOI1 APPROVAL, PARTICULARLY
SINCE CENSORSHIP WAS IN EFFECT ON THE PRESS AND RADIO, HE EM=
PHASIZED THE US HAD KEPT OUT OF PRESENT INTERNAL INDIAN PROB=
LEMS AND WOULD CONTINUE TOQ KEEP OUT, SO FAR AS US PRESS COMMENTS
WERE CONCERNED, THE USG COULDN'T CONTROL PRESS ACCUSATIONS AND ALe
LEGATIONS ABOUT THE US GOVERNMENT MUCH LESS ABOUT ANY FOREIGN

AMBASSADOR OBSERVED THAT THE ESSENTIAL USG POSITION
WISHED TO HAVE FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH INDIA AND THAT
WISHED BOTH INDIA AND ITS PRIME MINISTER WELL, HE
HOWEVER, THE NEED FOR CONSTANT VIGILANCE TU ENSURE
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THAT IRRESPONSIBLE ELEMENTS (MENTIONING CONGRESS PRESIDENT
BARODAH AS BECOMING RATHER EMOTIONAL ON THE SUBJECT OF THE US ON
SUME OCCASIONS) WERE NOT ABLE TO DAMAGFE INDO-US RELATIONS, HE
REITERATED THE ASSURANCE THAT THE USG WOULD TAKE PROMPT ACTION
. IF ANY PERSONS UNDER USG CONTROL WERE DISCOVERED INTERFERING IN
THE DOMESTIC POLITICS OF INDIA.

3, THE FOREIGN SECRETARY EXPRESSED HIS GREAT APPRECIATION FQR THE
EFFORTS OF THE USG TO SEE THAT NOTHING WAS DONE OR SAID 0OF EM=
BARRASSMENT TO INDIA WHILE THE GOI WAS GOING THROUGH ITS PRESENT
RIFFICULT TIMES, THE GOI NEEDED US UNDERSTANDING OF THE NEED ON
THE PART OQF THE INDIAN GGVERNMENT TO TAKE CERTAIN UNPLEASANT,
DIFFICULT MEASURES WHICH IT WAS HOPED WOULD ONLY BE VERY TEM=
PORARY, HE SAID THE GOI WAS ABSOLUTELY SURE THAT INDO~US RELAw
TIONS WERE OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE AND WANTED TD MAKE SURE
THAT THESE WOULD BE WORKED OUT, HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE GOI
WAS CONSCIOUS OF THE FACT THAT NOTHING SHOULD BE SAID OR DONE
WHICH WOULD MWURT INDO=US RELATIONS, SOME THINGS DID SLIP THROUGH
THE CENSORS AND THIS COULD NOT ALWAYS BE AVOIDED, BUT OTHER THINGS
HAD BEEN PICKED IN TIME WHICH WOULD HWAVE BEEN VERY BAD HWAD THEY
NOT BEEN CAUGHT, THE FOREIGN SECRETARY NOTED CONTINUING PROBLEMS
WITH SOME FOREIGN NEWS STORIES, MENTIONING SPECIFICALLY POST COR-
RESPONDENT LEWIS SIMONS' "VICIOUS" ATTACKS ON THE PRIME MIN]ISw
TER,

,.
4, THE AMBASSADOR OFFERED THE FINAL SUGGESTION THAT POLITICAL AT=-
TACKS IN INDIA ON SOME BILATERAL OR INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS
WITH US INVOLVEMENT, SUCH AS THAT ON MOSQUITO BREEDING WHICH HAD
CAUSED THE US TO WITHDRAW ITS SUPPORT OF THE PROJECT LAST MONTH,
HAD TO BE AVERTED THROUGH CLOSER COORDINATION BETWEEN GOVTS ON
SUCH PROJECTS, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR THE INDIAN FOUREIGN MINw=
ISTRY TOU ENSURE THAT ARRANGEMENTS FOR SUCH PROJECTS WERE FULLY
COORDINATED AND APPROVED IN THE FUTURE SO AS TO PROVIDE BETTER
PROTECTION FOR OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS,

5. THE FOREIGN SECRETARY SAID HE AGREED FULLY AND THAT HE HAD A{w
READY GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS THAT GREATER EFFORTS TOWARD THIS END

ShHOULD BE MADE TO SEE THAT THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR MISCHIEF ON
SUCH ISSUES,

8, COMMENT: T DECIDED TO MAKE OUR POINTS IN A SOFTER KEY THAN,Tﬁgw
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LETTER I HAD SENT TO FONMIN CHAVAN LAST WEEK, WITH THE THOUGHT
IN MIND THAT A LITTLE HONEY MIGHT CATCH MORE FLIES THWAN ANOTHER DOQSE
ar

VINEGAR AT THIS POINT, KEWAL SINGH APPEARED RATHER KEIEVED AT
TRIS CHANGE OF PACE AND WAS CONSPICUOUSLY EFFUSIVE IN ASSURING
ME THAT INDO~US RELATIONS WERE AT THE TOP OF HIS AGENDA, I'M

NOT SURE HOW MUCH THIS WILL CONTRIBUTE TO HALTING CRITICISMS AND
ATTAKS ON THE US BY AT LEAST SOME SENIOR INDIAN POLITICIANS,
DESPITE THE NEW AUTHORITARIAN PITCH OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL
SCENE, THERE ARE STILL A LOT OF CRACKS THROUGH WHICH IRRESPON=
SIBLE REMARKS CAN SLIP, BUT I STRONGLY SUSPECT OUR GENERAL POINT
WiLL BE PASSED PROMPTLY TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER AND I SUSPECT
THE PRIME MINISTER AS WELL., AND PERHAPS SOMETHING WILL GET DONE,
PARTICULARLY COMBINED WITH THE REPORTEDLY GENERALLY POSITIVE

FLAVOR OF THE CONGRESSIONAL AID HEARINGS YESTERDAY,
SAXBE
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