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SUBJECT US-INDIA &ELATIDNS“IMPACT oF MILITAR¥ SALES TO PAKISTAN

1. DURING THE COURSE OF CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE
FOREIGN SECRETARY AND.THE DCM ON THE :MORNING OF
SEPTEMBER 1s BETWEEN THE FBREIGN SECRETARY AND
SENATE FORELIGN. RELATIONS: §IA . _MANTEL IN THE
AFTERNOONs - AND. BETWEEN THE DCM AND.TEdJAs SERTEMBER 2,
SEVERAL- REFERENCES wsae MADE va us-aunlA RELATiBNS

**ALLELED'BB”H fN’ke‘““Y?" AN
THE ‘FUTURE IN ALHEST STAFFDEL. MANTEL‘S CGNVERSATIDNS
IN DELHI. »
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2. MEHTA!S conveag H D
REL “FHE €OL ‘ .

REGARDXNG INDIA'TS PROBLEMS WITH BAQGLADESH AHD ,

PAKISTAN  IN WAYS WHICHs PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT D

SUCCEEDING. CONVERSATIONS, BECAME RELEVANT T0: uyS=- .
INDIA RELATIONS, AFTER DESCRIBING THE. STATOS aF :
INDIA'S PROBLEMS WITH BANGLADESHsoMEMTA SALD: THA
WHILE HE DID NOT WISH TO SPEAK.OFFICIALLYs ,Eu<
MUCH HOPED THAT .SOMETHING 1;GHT BE DONE TO
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,nﬁmn&&L&ALﬁ LIHAT .THE US DOES NOT REJOICE IN THE

DIEEICULTIES BETWEEN BANGLADESH AND“TNORRS THE- < ™
DCM REPLIEDS $E; T BRCEPT-<FOR-BEONOMI C

MATTERS THE US HAD REFRAINED FROM US INVOLVEMENT

IN BANGLADESH'S AFFAIRS, WE REPORT THIS TO INDICATE
THAT MEHTAs WHOM WE BELIEVE IS SEEKING 7O IMPROVE
RELATIONS WITH THE US», STILL BELIEVES HE NEEDS HELP
IN DEMONSTRATING US BONA FIDES "IN BANGLADESAH‘

3. SHIFTING TO PAKISTANs MEHTA SPECULATED ABQUT

PAKISTAN'S MOVITES IN REGARD TO RECENT STATEMENTS

CONCERNING KASHMIR. HE WONDERED IF THEY WERE

MADE FOR PUBLIC CONSUMPTION OR IF THEY REPRESENTED

SOMETHING MORE SERIOUS. IN ANY EVENT, HE SALDs

ALTHOUGH INDIA HAS SO FAR REFRAINED FROM ANY COMMENT,

IT CANNDT DO SO INDEFINITELY. (DELHI 1S A BIT

NERVOUS ABOUT ITS SOMEWHAT SHAKY POLITICAL RELATIONS WITH

SHEIKH ABDULLAH AT PRESENT AND MAY BE PARTICULARLY

SENSITIVE TO BHUTTO!S COMMENTS ABOUT .KASHMIR IN »
THESE C!RCUMSTANCES ) THEN MEHTA ASKED RHETORICALLY IF 134»~ g>\,,uv)b~

€HNTHE ANXIETIES

- %ﬁﬂl&wiﬁaﬁuuxs ANALYSIS OF THE PAKISTAN PROBLEM
SOMEWHAT FARTHER ‘WHEN SPEAKING TﬂgﬁANiﬁﬁw HE
DESCRIBED THE REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE RECENT
AGREEMENT WITH PAKISTAN AND ITS RAPID IMPLEMENTATION
BUT AGAIN DESCRIBED RECENT STATEMENTS IN PAKISTAN
ABOUT KASHMIRE WHICH HE SAID RAISED QUESTIONS ABOUT
PROSPECTS OF THE FUTURE, IT WAS AT THIS POINT THAT

e ey RIS T
PAKISTANIS (AS ALSO THE INDIANS) AS INDICATING THEY
HAD THE PDLIIECAL SUPPGRT OF . THE us. T NDOLD:

THAT: DE§§”?E'?H‘°:AC_ THAT MANIEL STARTEB fHE
CONVERSATION BY DESCRIBING HIS SPECIFLC INTEREST

IN THE MILITARY SALESPROGRAMs MEHTA DFFERED ONLY
THIS SINGLE COMMENT DN US SALES.

5. THE NEXT A;ﬂ;54gwugsm;n&5uu*xa&&&ewsgaF;MNgyﬁm
REGARDING US MILITARY SALES BUT-SELLL-RESIRALNED, IF
US™ERMS SUPPEY T PAKISTAN IS OF SUFFICIENT '
QUANTITY TO HAVE "POLITICAL IMPACT®, HE SAID, IT
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WILL CAUSE CONCERNS IN INDIA, HE MENTIONED
SPECEFICALLY - JANKS., HE RECOGNIZED, HOWEVERS
THAT THE US HAD GONE SLOW IN SALES IN RECENT YEARS:
HE ALSD NOTED THAT SO FAR THE US WAS OFFERING ARMS
ONLY FOR CASH SALE. TAJE ALSU MENTIONED THE
RE-EMERGENCE OF KASHMIR ISSUE IN PAKISTANs MAKING
CLEAR THAT HIS CONCERN ABOUT THE POLITICAL IMPACT
DF US ARMS SALES RELATED TO SUCH THINGS AS PAKITAN!S
ATTITUDE TOWARD NEGOTIATIONS WITH INDIA, THE DCM
EXPLAINED THAT US SALES HAD INDEED BEEN MODEST

AND SAID THAT MANY PEOPLE QUESTIONED WHY INDIA

WAS CONCERNED ABOUT US SALES WHEN IT HAD SUCH
EXTENSIVE FOREIGN SOURCES ITSELF AND WAS CLEARLY MlLITARILY
SUPERIOR, TEJA DID NOT PRESS THE ISSUE PERHAPS
BECAUSE, AS HE HAD PREVIQUSLY TOLD MANTELs THE

GOI DID NDT WISH TO MAKE US~-PAKISTAN RELATIONS. THE !
PRINCIPAL DETERMINANT OF US~-INDIA RELATIONS. *

b THESE DISCUSSIDNS LEAD us TO SEVERAL TENTATlVE

CONCLUS I . FIRSTs IT 1S OBVIOUS THAT THERE

-ARE THOSE HIGH IN THE GOl WHO CONTINUE TO BELIEVE

THAT THE US IS QPERATING AGAINST INDIA'S INTEREST

IN BOTH BANGLADESH AND PAKISTAN: AND THERE ARE THOSE,

SUCH AS. THE FOREIGN SECRETARY, WHO WOULD LIKE TO BE

ABLE TO PROVE THEM HRBNG. .SECOND» IT SEEMS CLEAR

THAT T__QLLQALLY;,Q EASTs . THE .G EEN. oo
;, JHE ARMS. ISSUE QUITE D FFER@ LY CROM N

f ”i“T?"WT Tald

MS TD BE U =k
IS THAT QUAN??TY QF ARMS SALES HHICH IHE .
INDIANS SEE AS .AFFECTING PAKISTANIS STANCE REGARDING
INDIA., IN THIS:REGARD INDIAN DFFICIALS HAVE
MADE IT CLEAR. THAT BTHER FACTORS SUCH. AS TIMING:
AND THE STATE.OF US~INDIA RELATIONS WOULD HAVE AN
EFFECT ON THEIR REACTION TO US ARMS SALES- IF US=INDIA
RELATIONS WERE WARM AND A US ARMS SALE TO PAKISTAN
WAS NOT MADE AT A TIME OF INDIA- PAKISTAN DIFFICULTY,
INDIA MIGHT NOT BE CONCERNED ABOUT IT.
8T
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7. WE DON'T WANT TO EXAGGERATE THE IMPORTANCE

OF THIS DIALDGUE WHICH IN SOME REGARD RESEMBLES

THAT WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE OVER THE YEARS AND WHICH

WE OFTEN WOULD PREFER TO FORGET. WE DID NOTE,

HOWEVER s A.lnuaauuﬁm&£§laAJulmAunwAh§u&PlniQN OF A !
SLIGHTLY MORE TOLES TU0 [ELYS ]
NUMEROUS MEETINGS—dN--BELMIw THIS MAY REPRESENT
CHANGEs OR BETTER.IACTEES» OR SIMPLY THE VIEWS: OF
INTELLIGENT TNOTARS DURING RATIONAL MOMENTS.

4

8. WE - P wamucnhax IﬁﬁmﬁﬁLAXE&
SEVERAL SENIOR WEA BFFICIALS (THOSE RESPDNSIBLE

FOR PLANNING» SOVIET AFFAIRSs AND EVEN PAKISTAN)

AND THE DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE FOR DEF STUDIES
AND ANALYSIS TOLD MANYEL THAT WHILE. IHEY.DID NOT
NECESSARILY AGREE WITH IRA w;maag&;mmuL&umﬁﬁﬁﬁwgﬁmgp

T e o THE -
' ! RETARY FUOR SU' "T'AFFAIRS REMARKED

THAT THE RUSSIANS HAD REPEATEDLY URGED THE DANGER

OF THE ARMS BUILDUP IN IRAN TO INDIA IN COVERSATIONS ¢

WITH GOI OFFICIALS AND HAD BEEN POLITELY TOLD THAT

THE INDIANS WERE NOT CONCERNED SINCE THEIR RELATIQNS

WITH IRAN WERE NOW EXCEELENT. EVEN ASSUMING AN

ELEMENT OF DISINGENUDUSNESSP YUTHIS ARGUMENT, IT
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IS AT LEAST EVIDENT THAT INDIA IS NOT PREPARED TO
EXPRESS ANY COMPLAINT ABOUT IRANIAN PURCHASES TO THE

Us DR IRAN ITSELF. SALES TO SAUDL ARABIA, ON THBHOO _

R HANDs WERE P S
X RISKIER EOR..
FEICIALS TOLD MANTEL, =

LD § 7 N
SINCE THE SAUDIS &;gﬂ}gyELL

g Y LOMMTT fHEIRﬂK§$QURCES T0_PAK

SAXBE '
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